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Doing a New Thing
Isaiah 43:18-19 “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new
thing! Now it springs up . . . ”
The season of Lent is always a good time to look at what Christ has done and concentrate on
what is to come. Spiritually speaking we need to see that the old is gone and the new has come in
our relationship with Christ, because we were dead and are now found in Jesus. I love to think
about all the new things Christ is doing in my life. I can see the good work that is happening and I
want to see it continue on to completion. Philippians 1:6 says . . . “ Being confident of this, that
he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”
Last year we started a funding campaign to begin “a new thing”, as we took on a few projects
that needed attention in our church. If you recall we set out to raise about $16 thousand dollars so
that we could fix up the nursery, including renew the kids Sunday school room, buy some new furniture for the adult Sunday school room and work out some lighting solutions for the welcome center.
In the midst of starting this campaign we got hit with the Coronavirus and everything shut down.
The good news is that we did get a lot done with the nursery and kids Sunday school rooms. New
carpet, new paint and ceiling tiles, along with some new furnishings for the rooms. Your generous
gifts have given us enough money to complete the projects in those two rooms. However, we want
to carry on and bring all of the projects to completion.
We don’t know all the details of what the future holds for us as we hopefully get past this pandemic, but we do know that God is doing a new thing and we want to be ready to carry it all on to
completion. Not that our ministry or work with people will ever be done, but I believe that Christ will
enable us to complete many ministry projects and because of that we will be ready to reach new
people and continue the good work at Edmore Faith UMC.
If anyone is interested in giving towards the completion of the “Re-new” projects please simple mark it on your envelope or check. There are also still some green envelops located in the pews
that can be used for this purpose.
SPEAKING OF A NEW THING… Please check out our new website design at . . .
edmorefaithumc.com You can view the newsletter, and browse through this at your convenience.
It’s designed for new people to get a feel for who we are. We definitely still know that it’s a work in
progress, but we will be adding more to bring it to completion as the year continues.
We hope that you continue to work on your relationship with Christ as he “does a new thing” in your
life this Lenten season. There are a few books and devotionals still available if you are interested.
Enjoy Pastor Dan
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Faith Crafters will begin meeting again on March 17 from 8am to noon.
Faith Crafters will produce any size quilt, in your chosen pattern, fabric or theme. We will pre-price so there
are not secret costs or misunderstandings. If you have fabric already purchased that you would like made into
a quilt, we do that, letting you know if additional fabric is required before quoting you a price. Your wish is
our command.
We will miss Sharon Deal as she has moved from our area. Sharon was a big contributor of her time and talents, making many beautiful quilts and displaying them at Beardslee’s restaurant. Her big heart and kind
smile will truly be missed.
We are always looking for new people to join us. Hope to see YOU!

The calendar for Altar flowers is now on the bulletin board by the drinking fountain. Be sure to sign up for
the Sunday of your choice or call the church office and let Peggy know and she will sign the chart for you.

GIFT/SHOPPING CARDS
THINK SPRING-time for
refreshing and renewing!
Please continue to use gift/shopping cards for your everyday purchases as well as
yearlong gifts!
This painless fund raiser continues to earn steady profits for our church, thanks to
your participation in the program!
We are happy to place orders for our friends as well. There are over 700 merchants from which
to choose. Visa and Discover Cash cards are available or purchase. Order forms are in the
Welcome Center and can easily be delivered to the parking lot. The next order will be placed
in early March-think spring! If you’d like help placing an order, Kathy Hems or Jane Beach
would be glad to place an order for you! Walmart, Meijer and Amazon cards are usually available for purchase in the church office too! If you’d like to know how you can order from
home, please ask!
For our ‘Parking Lot Friends’, please ask the attendant if you’d like an order form, or would
like some cards from our church stock.
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2021 Noisy Offering
Jan.
Feb.
March
April
May
June
July
Aug.
Sept.
Oct.
Nov.
Dec.

Haiti Mission Trip
Church Camp
VBS
VBS
Andrea Cooper (Taylor Christian School)
CASA
Endeavor Food Pantry
To be determined
Back to School
Ritchie’s projects in W. Virginia
Adopt a family
Christmas Dinner

Greenville Acres has been one of our “Missions” for many years. We have grown to love the residents and
staff. We are saddened to learn that they will be closing down on April 10.
For many years we have been blessed by their excitement when we came to play “Bible Bingo” . We would
start out with prayer, usually by one of the residents, play Bingo, pick out prizes (donated by our faithful
people) and then enjoy homemade cookies and kool aid. The staff and residence alike told us this was the
highlight of their month.
Christmas parties were the best. The residents would dress up in character and present the Live Nativity for
us. It was like no other! One year Mary was played by Beth Anne and Joseph by Will. As “Silent Night”
was being played Mary picked up the baby Jesus, gazed into his face, kissed him on the forehead and placed
him in the arms of Joseph. This is not what we typically see in a live nativity, but it sure touched the hearts
of those watching.
The opening of gifts was highly anticipated. Santa would arrive to cheers and clapping of hands. Each person received his or her requested gifts and they were so excited to show it off to the staff .
We are going to miss our dear friends and pray that they will be happy in their new places of residence.
The biggest thank you ever to each of you for your support through the years. As the very dear Jayne said in
her prayer one evening. “Thank you for all the people from the church. If it wasn’t for them we wouldn’t
have anything”. Well dear Jayne, and the rest of the residents, we love you and will miss seeing you! You
have been a true blessing to us!
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Milton’s Secret
Twelve-year-old Milton Adams feels his world is in crisis. With his parents stressing about their careers and finances, and the
neighborhood bully tormenting him, he is constantly anxious. But when Milton's optimistic Grandpa (Donald Sutherland) comes to
visit, he learns the secret to finding true happiness from a man who has seen the world and who has committed to living life in the
'now'.
This is a PG 13 movie on Amazon Prime starring Donald Sutherland as the visiting grandfather. He came to visit as his daughter and
her family are in crisis. The parents were on the edge of filing for divorce, Milton, the twelve- year -old son was worried about that
and the fact that he was being bullied at school. The grandfather was a happy man who spent a lot of time with the family and talked
daily with his girlfriend who had changed his life after his wife died. He rode a big motorcycle and spoke of ow we must find happiness within ourselves. Milton had to make a big presentation at school. It was intriguing how grandpa giving Milton a beaker for his
birthday changed Milton in a way that he befriended the bully. It was a great coming of age movie for all junior high students to enjoy. I found a Bible verse that fits perfectly with this movie. God wants us to have confidence in ourselves. Milton’s entire personality changed because of grandpa’s mentoring.

Joshua 1:9
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for
the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.

Penguin Bloom
Penguin Bloom starring Naomi Watts is a great family film. The Bloom family goes on vacation where the mother fell through a
fence and broke her back. She had been very athletic but now had to use a wheelchair and couldn’t walk at all.
One of the children found an injured magpie and brought it home. Mrs. Bloom spent hours with the bird to nurse it back to health.
Then the poor bird gets in a fight with another bird and is reinjured. In getting to know the bird the family treated the magpie that
they named Penguin like a pet. The magpie had full run of the house and yard. The magpie’s will to survive affected Mrs. Bloom in a
positive way. She finally started physical therapy and was able to walk a bit. She took up Kayaking and became a modified surfer.
By this time the bird had flown away with some other birds.
What happens near the end is heartwarming. Children will love this movie available on Amazon Prime. It gives a great lesson on
sticking together and helping each other. I found this verse to fit nicely with the movie:
Job 12: 7-10
“But ask the beasts, and they will teach you; the birds of the heavens, and they will tell you; or the bushes of the earth, and
they will teach you; and the fish of the sea will declare to you. Who among all these does not know that the hand of
the LORD has done this? In his hand is the life of every living thing and the breath of all mankind.
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The Endeavor Center Food Pantry is open each Tues. evening from 4:30-5:30 pm for food pickup. There is no
need to sign up just come and get in line. If you have food donations for the pantry they can brought in at
this time.
If you would like to donate money to the pantry their address is: Endeavor Center— 302 W. Main Street—
Edmore, Mi 48829

Daylight Savings time
begins on March 14. Be
sure to set your clocks
ahead one hour before
going to bed.

A mother was concerned about her kindergarten son, Timmy, walking to school alone. He didn’t
want his mother to walk with him. She wanted to give him the feeling that he had some independence, but yet know that he was safe. So she had an idea of how to handle it. The mother asked a
neighbor if she would please follow him to school in the mornings, staying at a distance, so he
probably wouldn’t notice her. The neighbor said that because she was up early with her toddler anyway, it would be a good way for them to get some exercise as well, so she agreed.The next school
day, the neighbor and her little girl set out following behind Timmy as he walked to school with another neighbor girl he knew named Susie. She did this for the whole week.As the two walked and
chatted, kicking stones and twigs, Susie noticed the same lady was following them as she seemed
to do every day all week. Finally she said to Timmy,”Have you noticed that lady following us to
school all week? Do you know her?”Timmy nonchalantly replied, “Yeah, I know who she is.”The little
girl said, “Well, who is she?”“That’s just Shirley Goodnest,” Timmy replied, “and her daughter,
Marcy.”“Shirley Goodnest? Who is she and why is she following us?”“Well,” Timmy explained,
“every night my Mum makes me say the 23rd Psalm with my prayers, ‘cuz she worries about me so
much. And in the Psalm, it says, ‘Shirley Goodnest (surely goodness) and Marcy (mercy) shall follow me all the days of my life’, so I guess I’ll just have to get used to it!”
May Shirley Goodnest and Marcy be with you today and always my friends!
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Tuesday, February 9th, 2021
Members Present: Pastor Dan, Jane Beach, Georgia Bohne, Dan Caulkett, Peggy Graham, Cindi Scheiern,
Members Absent: Terrie Eisenmann, Becky West (Council Chairperson)
Guests: None
Note: The following member will need to receive communication via the regular mail as she does not have email: Georgia Bohne
1. The Finance Committee Meeting was called to order on Tuesday, February 9, 2021 at 11:00 AM:
 Prayer was led by Pastor Dan.
 Cindi Scheiern shared a devotion on ‘trusting the light’ in all situations.
Jane Beach will do devotions for the next meeting
2. Review of previous minutes:
 The minutes from Tuesday, December 15th, 2020 were reviewed.
Minutes approved as printed and placed on file
3. Treasurer's Report –Peggy provided copies of the church financial reports for January 2021.
 January: Income: $15,185.12; Expenses: $13,983.96; Net +$1,201.16
 Ministry Shares are up to date.
 All bills paid.
 Jane Beach moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report and Georgia seconded.
Report accepted by group vote and placed on file.
4. Old Business
Ruth Perkins has completed our 2019 Audit. She will be asked to do 2020 as well.
Jane Beach moved to pay Ruth $125 for the 2019 audit, and offer the same amount if she does the 2020
audit. Dan Caulkett seconded this motion. Motion passed by group vote.
There is still no new information available for closing out the Payroll Protection Waiver/CARES funds.
Discussion occurred about whether to move forward with the ‘Generator Project’.
Purchasing and installing a generator would require a significant additional investment from church. Since
our project first began, the Nita Curtis Foundation has purchased a generator for the Curtis Building, and
the Village of Edmore has agreed to operate and staff a warming/heating/charging station if the area suffered an extended power outage.
Due to the above factors, the following motion/recommendation to Church Council was made. Jane
Beach moved to not move forward with the Generator Project and to return the $2,000 plus interest to
TriCounty Homeworks Grant Fund. Georgia seconded the recommendation. Recommendation was
passed by group vote.

Page 7

(continued from page 6)
Livestreaming Project on hold until interested personnel are located. Information will continue to be gathered.
5. New Business
 Do we have any 2021 GOALS from the Finance Committee?
 After discussion, it was suggested that finishing our existing projects involving the Sunday School area,
Nursery Area, Welcome Center and Fellowship Hall furniture remain good goals. There is approximately
$5300 in our project fund. Completion of above items will likely cost somewhat beyond that.Pastor Dan mentioned continuing to work toward a youth program in our area, working with Youth For Christ.
6. Around The Table
Jane Beach affirmed that the Gift Card Program has more than enough profit to pay the library $500 to purchase preloaded computerized learning tablets for the community. That motion has been previously approved and the process for purchase and reimbursement is underway.
7. Next meeting - Tuesday, March 16, 2021, 11 AM—subject to change.
8. Meeting was ended at 12 noon with prayer for various individuals with needs.
FOR FUTURE REFERENCE LIST OF UPCOMING NECESSARY EXPENDITURES BELOW:
Welcome Center Update
Furniture for Welcome Center and Fellowship Hall
Lighting for Welcome Center
Completion of Nursery –wall mount streaming TV
Completion of Sunday School Area-blinds for patio doors, wall mount streaming TV, door put back
on, additional cabinets
Outside sign to be updated with vision and logo
Cameras for Sanctuary for streaming service
Equipment for streaming service
LED lights-tabled
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March
2nd
4th
5th
6th
10th
12th
16th
18th
19th
22nd
25th
26th
28th

14th

Chris Miller
Emberlea Jane Withey
Margie Harkness
Max Cook
Jessica Troeger
Richard Klunder
John Forner
Duane Shepardson
Zephaniah Cecil
Thomas Munger
Kathy Dobbrastine
Jakob Perkins
Penelope Jane Schmitt
Denise Cobb
Greyson Withey
Pat Kidwell
Donna Edwards

Clare & Sue Isham

Continue prayers:
Margie Harkness, Art
Guild, Steve Kidwell,
Phyllis Himebaugh, Mary
Beth Barkholz, Cathie Naru,
Pam Compson, Ted Flinn,
Sallie Horner, Donna
Schmidt, Ricky Walker,
Pastor Steve & Pam (Jane’s
friends) David Bard, Jeana
Little, people of Haiti,
Shirley Parks, Aden Youngs,
Sharon Deal, Morgan
Lindsey, Sue Isham, Andrew Deal, James & Kim
Tanis, Zac Tanis, Nikki &
Wayne Edwards

(If there are any changes
please let Peggy know so she
can keep this updated)

Offering
Feb. 7
$3915.00
Feb. 14
2693.00
Feb. 21
2070.00
Feb. 28 not available
Thisyear to date
Last year to date:

New addresses:
Dolly Packer-Room 6
Lakeview Terrace Assisted Living
9494 Paden Road
Lakeview, Mi 48850

Service men & women:
Cody Williamson, Paul
Clouse, Chris Arganbright,
Tyler Williams, Chris Schmitt,
John Michael Ayers, Mike
West, John Withey.

$24,133.17
21,530.15

Corrected address:
Sharon Deal
11009 Cypress Ave.
Howard City, Mi 49329

March
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
1 pm
UMW

3

4

5

6

7
Communion

8

9

10

11

12

13

14
Nosy offering

15

16
11 am
Finance meeting

17
8 am
Crafters

18

19

20

21

22

23

24
8 am
Crafters

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
8 am
Crafters

* subject to
change

Faith United
Methodist Church
833 S. First Street
Edmore, Mi 48829
www.edmorefaithumc.com
(989)427-5575
Church email:
churchmouse833@gmail.com
Peggy home phone: (989)762-3013
Pastor Dan Barkholz
cell phone: 269-903-9665
Pastor email:
pastordanbarkholz@gmail.com
Pastor Dan’s office hours:
10-1 Mon. thru Thurs.
Secretary hours:
9-noon Mon. thru Thurs.
Sunday School/Gathering
9:00 am
Morning Worship
10:30 am
Children’s church/Sunday School 10:30 am
Thurs. Bible study
10:30 am

