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I often tell people that we each need to take our faith into the world and into our relationships. However, that 

can be really difficult when we have differing views aboutso many social and political issues. So how does 

faith fit in. I recently had this discussion with someone in our congregation and I’m so glad that this person 

sent me this amazing devotional that really speaks wisdom to us. This is only an excerpt from the article can be 

found at… https://churchgrowth.org/finding-unity-in-a-polarized-world/ Finding Unity in a Polarized World 

Bob Sorge 

Our world is polarized socially, especially along political lines. When people are nasty to each other, we Chris-

tians are not all that surprised; what’s disturbing, however, is that our culture’s polarization is surfacing in the 

church and producing strife and division among followers of Jesus. 

In this article, I’m going to state the problem, and then offer a way forward. In stating the problem, I want to 

point to two issues that are especially polarizing in the church right now. First, political priorities are dividing 

believers. For example, a pastor of a racially diverse congregation told me his biggest challenge right now is 

people leaving his local church because they disagree with the political priorities of other believers in the con-

gregation. 

Scripture calls us to stand resolutely for four values that are currently politically charged issues in America... 

1 Care for the poor: We’re called by God to care for the disenfranchised, marginalized, strangers, foreigners, 

orphans, widows, and under-privileged. 

2 Racial harmony: As our Creator, God has ordained racial diversity so we might show forth the glory of His 

image together. Disciples of Jesus view racism as sin, and support racial equality. 

3 Sanctity of the family: Scripture reveals that marriage is instituted by God and is only between one man and 

one woman. 

4 Sanctity of human life: Human life is a sacred gift, and abortion is murder. Many Christians probably hold to 

these four values, but not all list them in the same order of priority. While all of us have values and convictions 

we hold dear, we recognize that some take precedence over others. For example, some Christians view the hor-

ror of abortion and the sanctity of the family as of paramount importance. Others consider the cause of the 

poor and issues of racial equality as of primary importance. While we might agree about the nature of the so-

cial problems in our nation, Christians are sometimes polarized because they disagree about which governmen-

tal policies and laws will best address these problems. Furthermore, Christians are often polarized by what I 

would describe as values prioritization—that is, our opinion about which of these four convictions are most 

important. I’m suggesting that the best way to address societal ills, and the order in which they 

should be addressed, is disputable. 

 

Second, COVID-related practices are dividing believers. For example, I’ve heard stories of believers leaving 

their church because their church insisted everyone wear a mask during services.  

RECEIVE ONE ANOTHER IN THE AFFECTIONS OF CHRIST 



And I’ve also heard stories of other believers leaving their church because their church refused to 

require everyone to wear a mask. 
I’ve heard of believers who are displeased because their church won’t meet during COVID-related 
restrictions. On the other hand, I’ve heard of other believers who are displeased because their 

church is continuing to meet despite COVID-related restrictions. 
The best way to respond to COVID-related issues is disputable, and yet Christians are becoming so 
distressed by their church’s responses and COVID policies that they’re allowing disputable matters to 

separate relationships in the body of Christ. 
Now, what can we do about—or how should we respond to—these polarizing forces from the cul-

ture? A Possible Solution... 
The issues here are complex, and can’t possibly be addressed fully in a brief article. I’m asking for 
grace, therefore, because I won’t be able to answer every question in this brief piece. Rather, I sim-

ply want to contribute the perspective of one Bible passage to the discussion. 
Please consider how Paul addressed polarizing issues in Romans 14. 

In that chapter, he dealt with what the NIV Bible renders “disputable matters” (Romans 14:1). 

On some matters of conscience, there’s room biblically for differences of opinion. For example, Paul 

wrote, “One person esteems one day above another; another esteems every day alike. Let each be 
fully convinced in his own mind” (Romans 14:5, NKJV). In another place he added, “Therefore let us, 

as many as are mature, have this mind; and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal even 
this to you” (Philippians 3:15). 

Concerning what matters can we allow different opinions? Well, for starters, I believe there’s room 
for differences of opinion when it comes to politics and COVID. Let’s look at Romans 14. as our 

guide. 

The chapter begins, “Receive one who is weak in the faith, but not to disputes over doubtful 
things” (Romans 14:1). “Doubtful things” may not be the best translation here. Other translations 

render it in a variety of ways: 

• “Without quarreling over disputable matters” (NIV). 

• “But not to doubtful disputations” (KJV). 
• “But not to quarrel over opinions” (ESV). 
• “Not to determinations of reasonings” (Young’s). 
• “Not for decisions of reasonings” (Berry’s Interlinear). 

• “Not for judicial differentiation of inward reasoning” (Englishman’s). 
The general sense seems to be that we should not dispute with one another over issues 
in which differences of opinion are permissible. 

In Paul’s day, believers had differences of opinion regarding eating meat or drinking wine. Some 

would consider those foods unclean if they had any association with pagan idolatry. Paul also men-
tioned believers having different opinions regarding certain days being holier than others. He consid-
ered these issues disputable. 
 

“Let not him who eats despise him who does not eat, and let not him who does not eat judge him 

who eats; for God has received him” (Romans 14:3). The two polar responses? Paul said that one 

group tends to despise, while the other group tends to judge.   
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LADIES!!!  EXCITING NEW BAREFOOT BIBLE STUDY!!! 

 

Okay ladies, if you own a smart phone, a tablet or iPad, or have a personal computer in your home, in the fall 

of this year, you will be able to sign up to attend a weekly discussion group of the gospel of Matthew WITH-

OUT DRIVING ANYWHERE! 

 

Once a week, you will be able to see and talk to 15-16 other ladies on your computer screen and discuss what 

you have learned that week WITHOUT WEARING A FACE MASK.   You can “come as you are” every 

week or wear your favorite pajamas. You won’t even have to brush your teeth or shine your shoes (does any-

one do that anymore?), or wear any shoes for that matter.  You can even eat your dinner or drink your coffee/

tea during discussion!    Barefoot Bible Study by Bible Study Fellowship might be just what you need to grow 

your relationship with Jesus. 

 

BSF is an indepth Bible study offered free of charge, all over the world.  Its four-fold approach includes daily 

questions, group discussion, teaching and biblical commentary.  More than 400,000 members around the globe 

participate in online and in person groups for men and women.  

We have four ladies in our congregation who are veteran BSF’ers.  If you have questions or would like to sign 

up, call Terrie Eisenmann 989-418-8999 or email terrieblue41@gmail.com or just run me down at church on 

Sunday!  Jesus is waiting with open arms just for you! 

 

 
So, as your Pastor I am urging you to please allow God to do the work in other people when these 
issues come up in conversations. Realize that there are some matters that are gray and Christ 
would allow for differing opinion.  There isn’t always a black and white answer.  We don’t have to be 
polarized in spirit, just because we don’t agree with them.   Always keep in mind that Love and 
Grace must abound.  There are a lot of issues that we could argue about, however we don’t need to 
do that. Instead we can allow people to work out their faith on some of these issue and keep the 
ministry alive as… YOU do what God calls you to do and YOU keep concentrating on Jesus.  
 
Pastor Dan 
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GIFT/SHOPPING CARDS  

Don’t forget our GIFT CARD PROGRAM!  

 
Gift cards for all your needs—shopping for you, graduation gifts, 

wedding gifts…or spoiling yourself. This painless fund raiser con-

tinues to earn steady profits for our church, thanks to your participation in the pro-

gram! There are over 700 merchants from which to choose. Visa and Discover 

Cash cards are now available for purchase. Walmart, Meijer and Amazon cards are usually 

available for purchase in the church office too! The next order will be placed in early June! 

Thanks for supporting this program!  

Kathy Helms or Jane Beach can answer any questions you may have!  

 

For our ‘Parking Lot Friends’, please ask the attendant if you’d like an order form, or would 

like some cards from our church stock. 

The calendar for Altar flowers is now on the bulletin board by the drinking fountain.  Be sure to sign up for 

the Sunday of your choice or call the church office and let Peggy know and she will sign the chart for you. 
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I am looking to hear from YOU!!  I would like to dedicate a page each month to our church family.  What is going on in your life?  

Wedding, new baby, an achievement, graduates, any thing you wouldn’t mind sharing.  In this time of so much separation it is so 

easy to feel disconnected.  Just email it to me or give it to me in writing.  Blessings, Peggy 

Sincere sympathies to Chuck and Margaret Miller on the passing of Margaret’s sister, Natalie Kil-

foil.  
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Tuesday, May 11th, 2021 

 

Members Present:   Pastor Dan, Georgia Bohne Jane Beach, Dan Caulkett, Peggy Graham, Cindi 

Scheiern,  

Members Absent:  Terrie Eisenmann, Becky West ( Council Chairperson )      

 

1. The Finance Committee Meeting was called to order on Tuesday, May 11th, 2021 at 11:00 AM: 

 Prayer was led by Pastor Dan 

 Cindi Scheiern shared a devotion on wise advice. 

Georgia Bohne will do devotions for the next meeting 

2.  Review of previous minutes: 

 The minutes from Tuesday, March 16th, 2021 were reviewed. 

Minutes approved as printed and placed on file 

3.  Treasurer's Report – Peggy provided copies of the church financial reports for April 2021. 

Income: $12,859.39  Expenses: $14,512.34; Net -$1,652.95  

 Ministry Shares are paid through end of May. 

 All bills paid. 

 The Generator Funds were returned to Tri-County Homeworks, including interest as FUMC was 

not able to raise the additional funds for a generator.  In addition, the Village of Edmore now has one 

so the community need is lessened. Tri-County was thankful and pleased for the return of funds. 

 In the last few months, expenses have outpaced income.  This situation will be closely moni-

tored. 

 Jane Beach moved to accept the Treasurer ’ s Report and Georgia Bohne seconded. 

Report accepted by group vote and placed on file. 

4.   Old Business 

The Payroll Protection waiver has been completed and given to the bank.  The bank has ac-

cepted it, and the information has been sent on to the Small Business Association.  It is ex-

pected that FUMC has accounted for the funds used and should NOT have a payback, or if 

so—a very minimal one. 



 

Ongoing Projects:                                                                                                                       

Sunday School has some items still to complete—a white board, curtains and a cupboard. 

There are funds for completing this. 

At this time, no further fund raising for projects will be undertaken as we monitor church 

income/expenses. 

The Welcome Center lighting project will require fewer modifications with the addition of 

the new LED bulbs—it is way lighter!                                                                                   

5.  New Business 

No summer camp applications or requests have been received as of yet 

6.   Around The Table 

Pastor Dan mentioned a few projects that need to be done at the Parsonage. This information 

will be shared with Trustees. 

Screens and AC placement need to be done at church. 

Possible Parsonage and Church work days need to be scheduled. 

Peggy mentioned that the Houghton fund has reached its maturity of 25 years but at this time n 

changes will be made. 

Jane made a motion that the Quarterly Staff Gift Card Program resume.  Dan C seconded.   

Motion passed. 

VBS has a June 10 event scheduled, and will offer some take home options as well. 

May 23-Chuck and Margaret Miller will be honored as they will be moving. 

Discussion occurred about recognition for Frank and Elaine due to their many years of dedication 

to the Food Pantry—possibly a June date. 

7.   Next meeting - Tuesday, June 22nd, 2021, 11 AM. 

8.   Meeting was ended at 12 noon with prayer for various individuals with needs. 

 

FOR FUTURE REFERENCE LIST OF UPCOMING NECESSARY EXPENDITURES BELOW: 

Welcome Center Update, Furniture for Welcome Center and Fellowship Hall 

Lighting for Welcome Center, Completion of Sunday School Area, 

blinds for patio doors, additional cabinets, white board 

Outside sign to be updated with vision and logo 

Cameras for Sanctuary for streaming service 

Equipment for streaming service, LED lights-tabled 
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Like Arrows 
 

 This is a great family film from Family Life Films. It begins with a young man and woman de-
ciding to get married because she was pregnant. Through the urging of a Christian neighbor, they 
began going to church and Bible Study. They end up having three children and adopting another. 
However, they continue to feel incapable of raising children. 

When conflict, rebellion, and resentment overwhelm their family, Charlie and Alice are forced 
to rethink their parenting strategy. In the process, they realize how critical intentionality and focus 
are when shaping and molding young lives. Family Life’s first feature film explores the challenges 
and joys that come with raising children. LIKE ARROWS casts a powerful vision for parents, remind-
ing us that nothing is more important for any family than to have God in their lives. The oldest boy 
left home claiming to be looking at atheism. Seeing him return to his family twenty years later was a 
joyful surprise. This is rated G.  

 The film is part of a significant new parenting initiative featuring Family Life’s Art of Parenting, 
which includes an eight-session small group series and a free online video series. The following 
verse which was quoted near the end of the film wraps up the theme of the movie: 

One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after; and I may dwell in the house 

of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the lord, and to inquire in his tem-

ple. Psalms 27:4  

The Longest Ride 

Based on the best selling book by Nichols Sparks, this romantic drama centers on a young couple who make a 

fateful connection that changes their lives. It is available on Amazon Prime and is rated PG13. It is staring 

Clint Eastwoods’ son, Scott and Britt Robertson. 

Lucas is a bull rider who is returning to bull riding after a very serious injury. He returned to the rodeo circuit 

to help save his mother’s ranch from foreclosure. He meets a sorority girl from a neighboring college and with 

the chemistry between them, they quickly fell in love. 

They rescued a very old man in a snowstorm who was played by Allan Alda. In time they learn that he is an art 

collector whose wife has died. What happens to the art collection is heart-warming. 

This is a happily ever after, feel good movie that will lift your spirits. The following Bible verse came to mind 

as I was writing this. 

1 Timothy 5:8  

But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for members of his household, he has de-

nied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Timothy+5%3A8&version=ESV
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Caleb LaDere is the son of Ashley 
(West) Turner and Ken LaDere, and the Great-Grandson of Becky 
and Ritchie West.  He started his high school career at East Kent-
wood, in Grand Rapids. Part way through his sophomore year, he 
moved to Alanson, to live with his dad. He is graduating from Alan-
son High School. Since being at Alanson, he has been very in-
volved in the basketball program, where he earned 2

nd
 team all 

conference honors for the 2020-2021 school year.  His plans for 
next year are undetermined.  His plan is to play AAU basketball 
this summer, and then decide on his future. 

Andre Barkholz graduated Summa Cum Laude (3.9-4.0 GPA) from Central Michi-

gan University with a Bachelor of Science degree. 

He is getting married in late July. He and his wife will be living in Grand Rapids. 

He has accepted a job with Mission Lift, which is a consulting group for non-profit 

organizations. He will begin in late May. 

Chandler Cloud will be graduating from Jack Britt High School in Fa-

yetteville, NC on May 27th, 2021.  He is the son of John and Samantha 

Withey of Fayetteville and the grandson of Lee and Cindi Scheiern. 

 

Chandler has not yet decided his path following graduation but is hoping 

to work with his grandpa in Alabama learning the woodworking craft.   

Madison Graham will graduate from Vestaburg High School on June 6 with a 3.9 

GPA and is ranked seventh in her class.  She is a duel enrolled student at Mont-

calm Community College.   She is a member of NHS, has played volleyball and 

basketball all four years, writing club, backpack buddies and was homecoming 

queen.  Madison will attend Mid-Michigan College for a year then she will trans-

fer to a University. 

Madison has very faithfully worked in our church nursery for almost two years. 
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HAITI MISSION TRIP 

 

God has done it again!  Out of his generous heart and mighty strength, He provided all that was needed to 

bring hope and joy to our Haitian brothers and sisters!  Diana Marble, Nick and Nikki Main and myself surren-

dered our fears and concerns to God and went to Jeremie, Haiti in April.  Through many challenges God pre-

vailed.  Through the faithful prayers of His people, there were absolutely no security issues at all, and our dear 

friends were overjoyed that we visited in spite of Haiti’s political upheaval, violence and kidnappings and 

Covid 19.  God is so good!  

 

 1.  Mrs. Eddy’s orphanage - delivered church clothes and other necessities... necessities like soccer balls 

(much to the boys delight).  Diana taught our girls how to braid jump ropes out of old t-shirts (much to the 

girls delight). Our driver/interpreter/friend Johnny used his teaching experience and Bible story-telling skills to 

capture the children’s imaginations with the story of Joseph.   Their craft time making “Joseph’s Coat of many 

Colors” was a big hit.  An old favorite.... the “fishing game’” (catching bags of GoldFish crackers with a stick, 

string and safety pin) brought squeals of delight, especially from the newest children. It was so heartwarming 

watching the older kids patiently making sure the younger kids went first and caught fish.   The grand finale is 

always the candy piñata.   Each child gets 3 swings to break open the piñata (two paper grocery bags) filled 

with candy — with each child’s turn the suspense grew....  and OH BOY... the chaos that ensued when it FI-

NALLY broke was.... (I have no words).   We hired two grateful Haitians (Nisage and Olfy) to paint the boys 

dorm.  We will paint the girls dorm and repair and paint the kitchen next year after we do some fund-raisers. 

 

 2.  Our first day, Janise, a 52 year old widow, came to us at the orphanage in severe pain with advanced breast 

cancer.  After Diana examined her, we sent her to Port Au Prince and wired $500 to a surgeon.  Janise is now 

in the Dominican Republic receiving further treatment that we pray will save her life.  

 

3.  Newly discovered “Foyer de Petits” Orphanage - delivered rice and beans, clothing, and  toothbrushes/

toothpaste.  Gave $300 for Madam Darlene to purchase more food and shoes for her 27 kids.  She is requesting 

15 steel bunk beds, and an exterminator to get rid of bed bugs. Our crafters have agreed to make fitted sheets 

for their mattresses. Our Mission team meets soon to discuss plans for future assistance. 

 

 4.  Participated in a very inspiring Holy Spirit led Haitian/American Bible Study which grew from seven to 

fifteen  participants in only five nights.   As we shared our minds and hearts with each other through interpret-

ers, God touched each one of us in different ways.  By the last night, we were all truly brothers and sisters in 

Christ.  It reminded me of Pentecost in Acts 2:44  when “all the believers were together and had everything in 

common” and Acts 2:47 when all were “praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people.  And the Lord 

added to their number daily those who were being saved.” 

 

   5.  I had the grand privilege of preaching at Pastor Wilbins First Congregational BonBon church in a three 

hour joyous celebration of praise and worship! 

 

 6.  Delivered a donated “surprise violin” to Pastor Claudel’s 12 year old precious daughter who was thrilled to 

receive it.  We have challenged her to perform for us next year. 

 

 7.  Two U.S. goat sponsors donated $230 for Pastor Claudel to buy goats for needy families.  He purchased 

six goats that were given to widows and families who pledged to “pay it forward” by sharing their offspring 

with needy neighbors.  

 

8.   Left money for Pastor Claudel to take our kids to a local hospital/clinic for much needed dental care.  

 

 9.  Discovered 300 Sawyer water filters and buckets in the Jeremie depot and plans are underway to do more 

clean water trainings... made possible by a recent surprise donation of $3000 from a Haiti supporter. 
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The stay home, stay safe order that caused the church to 

close just gave Faith Crafters more time to create.  Now 

that we've reopened, our church fellowship room is over-

flowing with the fruits of our creativity.  We have quilts 

of many sizes, many colors, many uses.  Stop and have a 

peek for yourself, all in stock and available now with 

prices clearly marked.  You might just discover that 

graduation or wedding gift you've been searching for, 

even that hard-to-find extra,long twin that's perfect for the 

dorm.  Remember that you can always stop on Wednesday 

mornings for a closer look.  Prices start at $30.  

12.  Emmy (the young girl who lost her leg in a motorcycle accident) made it to her first appointment in Port 

Au Prince and must return two more times before she gets a new leg. And God has sent us two more ampu-

tees who need prosthetics that will travel with Emmy next time she goes!  No doubt God will provide the 

resources. 

 

 13. With much joy and celebration Pastor Wilbins baptized Nikki Main in the Caribbean!  And we got to 

know each other so well through our bible studies that Nikki is invited to be bridesmaid at Martello Pierre’s 

wedding in March 2023! 

 

There are, of course, many needs still remaining in Haiti.  May God lead us and help us to raise the funds 

needed to help where He wills it. 

Thank you all again for your prayers and support!  May God be forever praised! 

Terrie 

Graduation Open House 

 
 Please join us to  

Celebrate our graduate 

 

MADISON GRAHAM 

June 12, 2021  3-6 pm 

 

Ryan & Tina Graham’s house 

(next door to Schnepp’s Nursing Home) 

415 East Washington 

St. Louis, Mi  48880 



Service men & women:   

Cody Williamson, Paul 

Clouse,  Chris Arganbright, 

Tyler Williams, Chris Schmitt, 

John Michael Ayers,  Mike 

West,  John Withey. 

 

(If there are any changes 

please let Peggy know so she 

can keep this updated) 

Continue prayers: 

 Barb Udell, family of Jacob 

Pwekina, family of John 

Cook, family of James Burt 

III, Carolyn Kelsey, Sharon 

Lesky, Brittney Munger, 

Lori Smith,  Steve Edwards,  

Margie Harkness, Art Guild,   

Phyllis Himebaugh,  Mary 

Beth Barkholz,  Cathie Naru, 

Pam Compson,   Ted Flinn,  

Sallie Horner,  Donna 

Schmidt, Ricky Walker,  

Pastor Steve & Pam (Jane’s 

friends) David Bard, Jeana 

Little, people of Haiti,  

Shirley Parks, Aden Youngs,  

Sharon Deal, Morgan 

Lindsey,  Sue Isham, An-

drew Deal,    James & Kim 

Tanis,  Zac Tanis, Nikki & 

Wayne Edwards 

June  

   Offering 

May 2   5,944.68 

May 9   3,355.00 

May 16  3,493.00 

May 23 not available 

May 30 not available 

 

This year to date: $62,201.10 

Last year to date: $58,189.15 

2nd  Sharon Deal 

 Sara Reese 

4th Evan Ellis 

9th Derrick Bartlett 

10th Clare Isham 

15th Hazel Christensen 

17th Pastor Mike 

 Karen Caulkett 

18th  Anne Riegler 

22nd Cindy Hughes 

23rd Greg Perkins 

24th Sheri Bartlett 

 Frank Leak 

 Janella Hicks 

28th Ken Harkness  

 

9th Ken and Cindy Hughes 

 Donald & Rachel Thrush 

10th Frank & Elaine Leak 

14th Chris & Danielle Arganbright 

16th Rick & Sheri Bartlett 

17th Matt & Nicole Croll 

18th Monte & Michelle Edwards 

20th Terry & Kathy Helms 

  27th     Dan & Karen Caulkett 
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Dear Christian Family, 

Thank you for all your 

prayers and well wishes in 

the time of my illness/battle 

with cancer.  I am doing 

well. 

 

Steve Edwards 



June 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
1 pm 
UMW 
 

2 
9 am crafters 

3 4 5 

6 7 
 

8 9 
9am crafters 

10 
10am-Noon 
VBS at Ander-
son & Girls  
Orchard 

11 12 

13 
Noisy offering 

14 15 16 
9 am crafters 

17 18 19 

20 21 
 

22 
11 am 
Finance meeting 
12 pm 
Trustee meeting 
 

23 
9 am crafters 

24 25 
 

26 

27 28 29 30 
9 am crafters 

      



Faith United 

Methodist Church 

833 S. First Street 

Edmore, Mi  48829 

www.edmorefaithumc.com 

(989)427-5575 

Church email: 

churchmouse833@gmail.com 

Peggy home phone: (989)762-3013 

Pastor Dan Barkholz 

cell phone: 269-903-9665 

Pastor email:  

pastordanbarkholz@gmail.com 

 

Pastor Dan’s office hours: 

10-1  Mon. thru Thurs.  

Secretary hours:  

9-noon  Mon. thru Thurs. 

 

 

Sunday School/Gathering                9:00 am 

Morning Worship                           10:30 am 

Children’s church/Sunday School 10:30 am 

Thurs. Bible study             10:30 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


