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A visit from John Wesley (Part 1) 

 

Imagine what would happen if the founder of our denomination (John Wesley) would visit Faith United Meth-

odist church in Edmore, Mi. 

Here are some of my reflections concerning John Wesley and what he might think about our current practices 

within churches of Northern America. In part one of this on-going article which will unfold over the next few 

months in the newsletter, I will focus on how he might respond. I will give you my perspective of a few of the 

things Wesley might say toward many of the churches in our country, but I will write as if he were to specifi-

cally visit us at 833 First St. in Edmore Michigan. 

One of the many theological emphasis that I love about the Wesleyan tradition is this idea that our response to 

faith and who Jesus Christ claims to be, should penetrate and permeate our lives. Wesley consistently talked 

and drew attention to that fact that faith is not just an exercise in learning about salvation and redemption. In-

stead it’s a process of growing as individuals and our faith should become part of who we are. It should be re-

flected in the way we act, develop and respond to people. In one book that I read , “Wesley considered present 

human salvation to be fundamentally a gradual therapeutic process that grows out of our responsive participa-

tion in God’s forgiving and empowering grace.” (Pg 192 Maddox) In other wards we need to be actively par-

ticipating in a process with Christ that changes us and HIS empowering grace should affect, our activities and 

actions. 

This is one of the main points that I believe John Wesley would take us to task about. People often seem to 

think that salvation and faith in Christ are simply a decision, and once they have made that decision, they are 

saved and they simply need to attend church on Sunday’s. They don’t understand the ideas that Faith and Justi-

fication are not just believing in your mind that God is real and that Jesus is his Son. Faith is more than “the 

“subjective” aspects of assent to spiritual truths or trust in God’s love. In the most primal sense it was the 

“objective” evidence of God’s pardoning love for us — It is this Witness that evokes within us, in response, a 

personal trust and confidence in God’s specific gracious forgiveness and acceptance.” (Pg 173 Maddox) I wish 

people of Edmore Faith UMC would realize that this “gift” of grace is not just a way to obtain fire insurance, 

but rather a lifestyle of objective evidence that takes the love of Christ and transforms thoughts, attitudes and 

actions. Faith is a response to God’s prevenient Grace, and when our heart’s become tender we change, and we 

live more and more holy. Wesley also aspired to live a life of holiness. “The entries in Wesley’s diary certainly 

indicate the seriousness of his attempts at holy living and the pervasiveness of his concern for inward purity of 

intention, all grounded in an understanding of Christian virtue that was essentially scriptural.” (pg. 40 Heitzen-

rater) I believe that Wesley would ask us to take our faith more seriously. We often seem to say we believe, but 

the inward purity and outward actions don’t really match what we say. It’s easy to say I believe in something 

however, it’s totally another thing to actually act on that belief. Faith is not just some idea or ideal. Christian 

faith requires Jesus Christ. Ephesians 2:8-9 (NIV) reminds us “For it is by grace you have been saved, through 

faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.  



LADIES!!!  EXCITING NEW BAREFOOT BIBLE STUDY!!! 

 

Okay ladies, if you own a smart phone, a tablet or iPad, or have a personal computer in your home, in the fall 

of this year, you will be able to sign up to attend a weekly discussion group of the gospel of Matthew WITH-

OUT DRIVING ANYWHERE! 

 

Once a week, you will be able to see and talk to 15-16 other ladies on your computer screen and discuss what 

you have learned that week WITHOUT WEARING A FACE MASK.   You can “come as you are” every 

week or wear your favorite pajamas. You won’t even have to brush your teeth or shine your shoes (does any-

one do that anymore?), or wear any shoes for that matter.  You can even eat your dinner or drink your coffee/

tea during discussion!    Barefoot Bible Study by Bible Study Fellowship might be just what you need to grow 

your relationship with Jesus. 

 

BSF is an in depth Bible study offered free of charge, all over the world.  Its four-fold approach includes daily 

questions, group discussion, teaching and biblical commentary.  More than 400,000 members around the globe 

participate in online and in person groups for men and women.  

We have four ladies in our congregation who are veteran BSF’ers.  If you have questions or would like to sign 

up, call Terrie Eisenmann 989-418-8999 or email terrieblue41@gmail.com or just run me down at church on 
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August found the Crafters joining the "get-ready-
for-the-rummage-sale" helpers; working to identify 
what items we have for sale, how to best display 
said items, and at what price will they sell?  As 
you recall the rummage sale is September 
2,3,4.  You will no doubt find one of our quilts in 
the silent  auction taking place during the sale. 

Faith Crafters have no plans set in stone for Sep-
tember, but we will be back crafting on Wednes-
day morning   September 8.  

(continued from page 1) 

Yes, its a gift but you must personally respond through “faith”, which requires action on our part. Wesley 

lived his faith, yet many of us in the church want to stand and shout “I believe”, but aren’t active in truly 

trusting Christ. Wesley would most likely ask them about sanctification. He might ask them, why then... 

hasn’t there been real change in their life’s. Year after year we can’t remain the same if Christ is at work 

within us. The power of the Holy Spirit enables us to grow and become mature in our journey. Once 

again this is a process of character change and of learning and growing through the “means of grace”. 

God provides for us these many “means of grace” through the practices of fellowship, communion, bap-

tism, prayer and fasting, reading the scriptures and many others, so that... we may experience the benefits 

of new life and the pardon of sin. However, he also provides theses so that all of us would become par-

ticipants in the growth of grace and sanctification. We cant expect holiness without taking our part seri-

ously and acting on what we say we believe. 

mailto:terrieblue41@gmail.com


BACK TO SCHOOL SHOPPING? 

HALLOWEEN FUN? 

Use gift/shopping cards and make Free Money 

For our church 

 
Please continue to use gift/shopping cards for your everyday purchases as well as yearlong 

gifts!  This painless fundraiser continues to earn steady profits for our church ($5,5700. for our 

church since the start of the program. thanks to your participation! We are happy to place or-

ders for your friends as well.  There are over 700 merchants from which to choose.  Visa and 

Discover Cash cards are now available for order.  Order forms are in the Welcome Center.  The 

next order will be placed in early to mid-September! 

If you’d like help placing an order, Kathy Helms or Jane Beach would be glad to place an order 

for you!  Walmart, Meijer , Leppinks and Amazon cards are usually available for purchase in 

the church office too!  If you’d like to know how you can order from home, please ask! 
 

For our ‘Parking Lot Friends’, please ask the attendant if you’d like an order form, or would 

like some cards from our church stock. 
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ADULT FOSTER CARE “FUN & FELLOWSHIP NIGHT” 

 

God has led our church into an exciting new local ministry!  Starting on Wednesday, August 18th at 6pm we 

will open up our church fellowship hall on the 3rd Wednesday of each month for 60-90 minutes of activities 

for residents and staff of adult foster care homes. 

 

Little did we know, when we were looking for a ministry to carry on our tradition with Greenville Acres, that 

there was such a need for special outings for these folks. When we reached out to just three homes . . .  all 

three enthusiastically jumped on the opportunity! 

 

Possible activities will include bingo and other games, movies, music, gardening, crafts, food, and special par-

ties. 

 

All are welcome to be blessed to help with this ministry!  Let Peggy, Linda Dobbrastine or Terrie Eisenmann 

know if you are interested. 
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Adult Sunday school Class 

 

     Every Sunday a few people meet in the Fellowship Hall at 9 AM to study the Bible. We are 

all in different stages of our Christian walk and enjoy supporting each other. At present we are 

studying the book of Ruth using Max Lucado’s Bible study series. There is always room for 

more around our table.   

                                                                                   Jean Croll 

 

On September 19th we will celebrate the end to our Olympic Theme. The 4th pack will be 

handed out during church. We will be having ice cream sundaes as part of fellowship after 

church and we hope you will be able to join us. We also would like to present a t-shirt to all 

of the children who participated this summer. If you haven’t filled out the questionnaire ask-

ing for your children’s shirt size please contact Michelle Leak ASAP.  
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Thursday, August 19, 2021 

 

Research from Purdue University revealed that the number of people who report excel-

lent health is nearly 50% higher for those who attend church regularly over those who 

don't. Research from John Hopkins revealed that regular attendance in worship services 

yielded benefits to the attenders in everything from heart disease, tuberculosis, cervical 

cancer, chronic bronchitis, cirrhosis of the liver, suicides, and fatal one-car automobile 

accidents. How much is that worth in medical bills, treatment, surgery? In the Bible, it is 

written, 'Do not forsake the assembling of yourselves together...' That was written 2,000 

years ago. Only in the past few years has it been discovered that this is also good for your 

health. You don't have to understand everything God says. You don't even have to agree 

with it. Just do it and you'll be blessed. If God said so, then it's right and you'll also end 

up being blessed in the end. Go worship, fellowship, and do those other things that the 

Word of God says and that you know you need to do because it's true. God is good and 

all good is for you. 

From Message # 626 - Good and Good for you                                                                 

Hope of the World Ministries/Jonathan Cahn 

Scripture: Proverbs 4:20-22 

What Worshiping Does 

for Your Health 

https://win2012s-2.gothamweb.net/hopeoftheworld-org/Sapphires/index.php
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Poms 
 

From the studio that brought you Bad Moms and the producer of Book Club comes Poms, an uplifting comedy 

about a woman who starts a cheerleading squad at a retirement community. Starring Academy Award winner 

Diane Keaton, Academy Award nominee Jacki Weaver, Pam Grier, Celia Weston, and Rhea Perlman, Poms is 

a "heartfelt and hilarious" (Hollywood News Source) story that proves it's never too late to follow your 

dreams. 

This movie is available on Amazon Prime and is rated PG 13. In the beginning we find that Diane Keaton is 

selling all her possessions to move to a retirement home. She had a hard time adjusting but bungled along until 

she joined several other ladies in the retirement community. They were all supposed to join a club, but none of 

what they had available appealed to eight of them. Diane found her old cheerleading outfit and suggested they 

form a cheerleading club. 

They had a hard time trying to make a routine until a high school girl from the adjoining school agreed to 

coach them. There are many funny scenes in this one, and it will leave you thinking that perhaps you need an 

adjustment to your thinking regarding accepting old age.  

2nd Corinthians 4:16: 

Therefore, we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being re-

newed day by day. 

Hampstead 
 

Hampstead is a movie set in a beautiful suburb of London. Diane Keaton and Brendan Gleeson star in this 

sparkling, witty London-set romance based on an inspiring true story of a man’s against- all- odds fight to save 

his home. 

Diane’s husband had died and she lived in a fancy flat across the road from Gleeson and hung out with several 

rich women who lived in her building. She was way behind on payments and taxes, so she knew she would 

have to move.  She went to the attic to sort some thing and found an old pair of binoculars that had belonged to 

her husband. She began using them to spy on the woodlands across from where she lived. She spied the man 

who had a hut and a beautiful garden down in the valley that she could see from her window. 

Eventually she goes to his place, meet him, and they strike up a friendship, The town is trying to push him out 

because he doesn’t own the land. The town wants to tear down the beautiful hospital and build  apartments 

there. 

The legal battles that follow leave the viewer cheering for the man and Diane Keaton. How it turns out will 

warm your heart. 

It is available for free viewing on Netflix, and can be purchased on Amazon Prime. It is rated PG. 

As you all know by now, I Iove happy endings. This one will not disappoint you. Bible verse to share with the 

movie: 

Leviticus 19:18 

You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the sons of your people, but you shall love 

your neighbor as yourself; I am the Lord. 
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Service men & women:   

Robert Nemetz, Cody Wil-

liamson, Paul Clouse,  Chris 

Arganbright, Tyler Williams, 

Chris Schmitt, John Michael 

Ayers,  Mike West,  John 

Withey. 

 

(If there are any changes 

please let Peggy know so she 

Continue prayers: 

Frank Leak, Marty Ander-

son, Susie Pangborn, Ritchie 

West, Don Christensen, Tom 

Sherington, Clare and Sue 

Isham, Sharon Lesky, Britt-

ney Munger,  Margie Hark-

ness, Art Guild,   Phyllis 

Himebaugh,  Mary Beth 

Barkholz,  Cathie Naru, Pam 

Compson,   Ted Flinn,  

Sallie Horner,  Donna 

Schmidt, Ricky Walker,  

Pastor Steve & Pam (Jane’s 

friends) David Bard, Jeana 

Little, people of Haiti,  

Shirley Parks, Aden Youngs,  

Sharon Deal, Morgan 

Lindsey,  Andrew Deal,    

James & Kim Tanis,  Zac 

Tanis  

Sept.  

   Offering       Attendance 

Aug. 1   $3,070.00  60 

Aug.  8     3,513.00  81 

Aug.  15    2,468.00  82 

Aug. 22    2,228.00                    76 

Aug. 29  not available 

 

This year to date: $103,477.10 

Last year to date:            93,816.25 

Last year-Cares Act     $18,312.04 

3rd Beau Kipp 

4th Chuck Cobb 

6th Jean Croll 

 Nicole Croll 

7th Donna Schmidt 

15th Terrie Eisenmann 

16th John Withey 

17th Edna Dyer 

 Lee Peterson 

 Kaylee Clossen 

18th      Jan Hansen  

19th Ruth Perkins 

20th Bruce Sabin 

 Jackie Topper 

22nd Kathy Perkins 

25th Ann Collver 

 Masa Hyde 

28th Dennis Graham 

 Kenneth Hughes 

29th Howard Edwards 

30th Chandler Cloud 

1st Max & Marie Cook     

3rd Mark & Margo Ellis 

8th Lonny & Jane Hagen 

11th Greg & Kathy Perkins 

13th Mike & Anne Riegler 

14th Art & Leta Guild 

22nd Arnie & Donna Schmidt 

28th Don & Hazel Christensen 
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New Address: 

 

Charles & Margaret Miller 

631 Parkview 

Spring Lake, Mi  49456 



Sept.  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
9 am crafters 

2 
 
Rummage Sale 
9-5 

3 
 
Rummage Sale 
9-5 

4 

 

Rummage Sale 

9-noon 

5 6 
Labor Day 
Office Closed 

7 
1pm  UMW 

8 
9am crafters 

9 
 

10 11 

12 
Noisy offering 

13 
6 pm 
Edmore 
Women’s club 

14 15 
9 am crafters 
 
6pm 
Adult Foster 
Care outreach 
 

16 17 
 
Potato Tent 

18 
 
Potato Tent 

19 
 
VBS  
Sundae on Sun-
day 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
9 am crafters 

23 24 
 
Fellowship Hall 
in use 

25 
 
Kitchen &  
Fellowship Hall 
in use all day 

26 27 28 29 
9 am crafters 

30     



Faith United 

Methodist Church 

833 S. First Street 

Edmore, Mi  48829 

www.edmorefaithumc.com 

(989)427-5575 

Church email: 

churchmouse833@gmail.com 

Peggy home phone: (989)762-3013 

Pastor Dan Barkholz 

cell phone: 269-903-9665 

Pastor email:  

pastordanbarkholz@gmail.com 

 

Pastor Dan’s office hours: 

10-1  Mon. thru Thurs.  

Secretary hours:  

9-noon  Mon. thru Thurs. 

 

 

Sunday School/Gathering                9:00 am 

Morning Worship                           10:30 am 

Children’s church/Sunday School 10:30 am 

Thurs. Bible study             10:30 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


