
Dec.  

2022 

THE 

LANTERN 

Faith United Methodist Church 

Edmore, Michigan 

“When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. ‘Get up,’ he said, ‘take the child 

and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to 

kill him.’” Matthew 2:13. Among the countless Christmas legends out there, I happen to come across one 

involving a Christmas spider.  According to this legend, when Joseph was warned in a dream to flee from 

King Herod and the massacre which he intended to inflict upon the children of Bethlehem, several animals 

from the manger decided to accompany the Holy Family on their journey.  Each of the animals was deter-

mined to protect the baby Jesus, and each felt sure his or her particular talents would prove invaluable in 

that task.  There also happened to be a spider who wanted to come.  Yet none of the other animals felt the 

spider would be helpful. After all, she was only an insect.  She had no keen ears or sharp teeth, no strong 

bones and no claws whatsoever.  However, the spider persistently pleaded to be included, until at last the 

other animals agreed she could join them, provided she did not get in the way. Unfortunately, as the journey 

unfolded, all of the other supposedly brave animals either were frightened off or else were distracted.  They 

ended up returning home or embarking on a more appealing adventure of their own.  With Herod’s troops 

on the march, and with the Holy Family growing more and more tired, Joseph and Mary had little choice 

but to try and hide.  Finding a small and inconspicuous cave, they huddled inside, seeking shelter and rest, 

with the donkey and the spider their only remaining companions. Holding Jesus in her arms, Mary gently 

rocked him to sleep, and, for a while, it appeared everything would be fine.  The only immediate problem 

was the chill in the air. Seeking to be of help in some small way, the spider carefully wove a web over the 

opening of the cave to try to keep the baby warm. The spider had just finished her weaving when suddenly 

voices were heard outside the cave. The soldiers had caught up with the Holy Family, and they were dili-

gently searching the entire area.  When they came to the cave where the Holy Family was hidden, both 

Mary and Joseph held their breath, certain their doom was upon them.  Yet the soldiers passed by the cave 

with one soldier saying it was a waste of time to search it, since anyone who had entered the cave would 

have broken the spider’s web over the opening. Thus it was that the seemingly insignificant spider saved the 

day; and the legend goes on to say that this is why we hang tinsel on our Christmas trees…to remind us of 

the silver strands of the web which the little spider woven . . . and to remind us that no act of kindness, no 

act of courage, no act through which we seek peace with justice is ever wasted. The legend also reminds me 

of a conversation I had with someone once, who suggested we need not only to keep Christ in Christmas, 

but also, believe it or not, to keep Herod in Christmas, because Herod, like Pharaoh before him, worships 

the love of power (enforced by violence) rather than the POWER of love. And in turn Herod reminds us all 

that we do not live in an ideal world but one where we often face both the threat and the destructive reality 

of violence.  For the followers of Jesus, then, to be alive in him . . . to be alive in the adventure the Christ 

Child calls us to . . . is to side with all those who are vulnerable, even as the Christ Child was vulnerable.  It 

is to live in defiance of those who see the vulnerable as expendable.  It is to refuse to bow to any and every 

Herod and to any and every ruthless regime. It is instead to kneel at the manger, before the Prince of Peace, 

and then to go out to weave whatever webs we can as we continue to commit ourselves to acting  justly, 

loving tenderly, and walking humbly with God. 

 

May you have a Blessed Advent and Joyous Christmas! 

 

Pastor Eric 
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 Once again we will have poinsettias on the altar for Christmas.  If you would like to place a 

poinsettia in memory of, in appreciation of or in honor of someone special, please fill out this 

form and place it in the offering plate or return it to the church office no later than Dec. 12.   

Plants are $20.00 each. 

 

 

 

In memory of_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In honor of_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In appreciation of__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Given by_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Color:  Red____________________ Pink____________________ White____________________ 

 

Number of plants____________________ 

 

Total $_____________________________ 

Have Mercy, is now the beneficiary of Faith Crafters labors of love.  To help familiarize our congregation 

with Have Mercy a representative is attending our United Women of Faith meeting on Dec. 6 as our guest 

speaker.   

October and November were busy and good months for Faith Crafters. After our donation to Have Mercy 

homeless shelter, we revamped our display at LaClear’s restaurant.  This proved to be a wise move as we sold 

over $200. of our original creations. 

One of the originals sold was a twin size cat quilt our customer plans to use as a Christmas gift for her son.  

She told us that the quilt she just bought presented her with a problems as she has two sons.  She then asked if 

we had another cat quilt or could we make one by Christmas?  Fabric wasn’t available at JoAnn’s or Hobby 

Lobby or Wal-Mart.  Because we had to order fabric we couldn’t guarantee Christmas but she was happy we 

accepted her order and our promise to do our best to deliver by Jan. 1. 

Faith Crafters received a fabric donation themselves this week.  Margaret Harkness’ sons dropped off the do-

nation Wednesday afternoon.  As you may remember Margie was a member of Faith Crafters for many years. 

 

Submitted by Hazel Christensen.   
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Nov. 8, 2022 

 

 

Members present:  Pastor Eric Magner, Dan Caulkett, Cindi Scheiern, Georgia Bohne, Becky West, Peggy Graham, 

Len Jordan 

Members absent:  Jane Beach, Terrie Eisenmann 

 

Finance meeting called to order at 11 am.   

Pastor opened the meeting with prayer 

Cindi shared a devotion  entitled “Love Your Neighbor” 

Georgia Bohne will do devotions for the next meeting. 

 

Review of previous minutes 
 The minutes from Tues., October 18, 2022 were reviewed. 

With no changes or corrections, Len moved to accept the minutes as presented.  Dan Caulkett seconded.      

Motion carried. 

 

Treasurer’s report: 

October income:  $14,431.99  Expenses:  $11,784.41  Net:+2,647.58 

All bills are paid 

Ministry shares are paid for the year. 

Our Consumers energy bill budget plan has gone from $897. per month to $1,307 per month.  We will keep an 

eye on the actual cost each month. 

 Georgia Bohne moved to accept the Treasurer’s report and Len Jordan seconded. 

 Report accepted by group vote and placed on file. 

 Everyone agreed to stay on the finance committee for the 2023 year. 

 

Old Business: 

Pastor Eric reported that the Stewardship program he has used in the past was from Paris Publishing. 

We will continue to watch the activity of the John Anderson #2 fund.  It is up $3,600 from last month. 

 

New Business: 

Budget for 2023 will be reviewed at the December meeting. 

Dan Caulkett will get bids for the snowplowing at the church and parsonage for this winter 

SPRC has approved a raise of $1,000. Per year for Pastor Eric. 

Becky made a motion to pay Bob Field $350.  for mowing at the church. Second by Len. 

 

Around the table 

Becky:  We need to make sure the fundraiser policy is being followed. Finance needs to approve. 

Georgia: The UMW should have received 5% of the potato proceeds money.  They would like to have that 

donated to the pastors’ discretionary fund. 

Dan.C.:  There is a possibility of getting a couple to work with Youth For Christ.  A big thing would be find-

ing housing for them. 

 

 

Next meeting will be Dec. 13, 2022 at 11:00 am 

 

Meeting closed in prayer by Cindi. 
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Nov. 13, 2022 

Present:  Margie Crawford, District Superintendent, (via zoon)  Pastor Eric Magner,  Sallie Horner, Diana Hild-

ing, Georgia Bohne, Becky West, Cindi Scheiern, Jane Beach, Mark Ellis, Peggy Graham, Jean Croll 

 

Margie Crawford, D.S. started off with a devotion about throwing out seeds of ministry, then opened the meet-

ing in prayer. 

 

Nomination was made by Jane to appoint Peggy Graham as recording secretary.  Becky second and motion car-

ried. 

 

SPRC made the recommendation for Pastor’s 2023 salary to be $42,500 , housing allowance to be $4,000. And 

furnishing allowance, $5,000.  Jane made the motion to accept and Cindi 2nd.  Motion carried 

 

Membership report- Peggy Graham.  Corrected membership for 2022 conference is 147.  We had 9 new mem-

bers and lost 8 thru death:  Lee R. Peterson, Frank & Elaine Leak, Ken & Margie Harkness, Shirley Parks, Carol 

Wonch, Art Guild, Kathy Dobbrastine.   Two transfers to other churches, Virginia Hunt and Sydney Stratton and 

two voluntary withdrawn.  Pastor prayed for those that are now deceased.   

 

On 10-6-22 letters were sent to the following people in regards to their inactive membership: Ruth Cogswell, 

Larry and Deb Scarborough, Ben Higgins, Mark Higgins, Michael Hyde II, Kim Beardslee, Gary Carlson, Deb 

Carlson, Margaret Carlson, Ashley Carlson, Serena Jorgensen, Dan Konkle, Nick and Nichold Main, Christine 

Mann, Thomas Munger, Greg Perkins Jr., Melissa Smith, Ian & Tammi Windischhofer, Tara Braman,  Paul & 

Amy Clouse, Cammi Keeler, Cody Williamson, Derrick Bartlett, Jennifer (Deja) Davis, Matt Deja, Wayne & 

Nikki Edwards, Lonnie Outman II, Jennifer Outman, Arlene Hockstra.   

 

Leadership report:  Eric reported that our team members will stay the same through 2023 with the exception that 

Karen Caulkett and Denise Cobb need to be added to the church council as they are co-chairs of the Hospitality 

Committee,  Margie Crawford, D.S.  asked to accept the leadership report as presented.  2nd Jane Beach.  Motion 

Carried 

Margie Crawford, D.S thanked us for paying 100% of our ministry shares for 2022. 

Pastor’s report:  He is new and his main goal is to shine the light of Jesus throughout our church and community 

Margie Crawford, D.S. made the motion to adjourn the meeting.  Jane moved and Becky 2nd. 

Meeting closed in prayer by Pastor Eric.  
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Country Remedy 
 

This family movie uses a common theme where a family had some serious issues much like many other 

family stories. The movie is also called Simple Things. It is rated 7 of 10 and is available on Amazon 

Prime. 

As the movie opens, a city doctor is seeking a job as a pediatrician in the city where he lives. His wife 

died of cancer leaving the boy and his father to make a life without her. The director of the hospital made 

a deal with the man (Doctor Gibbs). If he would stay in Dunn’s Rock for the summer. While he is acting 

as the doctor in the little village, his 10-year- old son is grieving the loss of his mother. The local mayor 

had a daughter the same age as the boy. As the people of the town began to trust the new doctor and go to 

him for their ailments, the doctor began to love the little town. Dr. Evan Gibbs lost his unhappy son who 

wanted to go back to the city. He tried to run away but had forgotten his inhaler. He had a serious asthma 

attack and stopped breathing. The whole town helped in the search for Nate, the Doctor’s son. The 

outcome is a feel-good movie that is an uplifting comedy about the healing power of community. What 

the Bible says about community? 

 

Psalm 133:1 (NIV) tells us, “How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity!” 

Grey Friars Bobby 
 

Grey Friars Bobby is a true story about a loyal Sky Terrier named Bobby. The movie is a dramatic 

portrayal of a little dog who would not leave his master’s grave. The local police kept trying to catch 

him so they can throw him out of the grave yard. The movie is available on Prime Video and is un-

rated. However, it is suitable for adults and children. We really enjoyed it because it was set in Scot-

land near where Eric grew up. We saw much of the area depicted in the movie. It was set in histori-

cal Scotland. 

A shy young boy (Oliver Golding) tried to save him. The boy ended up being incarcerated for a 

time, but the little dog found the boy and helped him escape. When a new dog licensing law put 

Bobby’s life in danger, a shy young man named Ewan embarks on a fight to save him. In Luke 

(12:6), Jesus stresses that God loves even the lowliest of creatures: “Are not five sparrows sold for 

two pennies? And not one of them is forgotten before God.”  

Matthew 10:29 also reports Jesus’; belief that God cares for all God’s creatures, even 

those of little monetary value to us. 
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Merry Christmas from the staff at Faith UMC 

 

  Pastor Eric 

   Peggy Graham 

    Janice Wilson 

     Priscilla Jeffers 

      Debbie Decker  

       Stefno Nuculovic 

 

 

Jane was honored at the MI Governor's Service Awards with the Community Impact Award at the Fox Theater 

on November 17. This is the list of her known services she is being honored for: Martha “Jane” Anderson 

Beach lives and serves within rural central Michigan. She steps up to help support nonprofits serving to meet 

needs within that area. As a retired elementary special education teacher, she has worked to help develop and 

support programs that serve children and adults. Jane has served as a longtime member of three such organiza-

tions – CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates), 100 Women Who Care, and the Montcalm Area Reading 

Council. Jane is a past chairperson, and current board member, of the Nita Curtis Foundation in Edmore, 

which helps to meet the needs of the community, provides scholarships to Montabella school graduates, and 

contributes to 'community betterment' in the local area. Jane is an active member of Faith United Methodist 

Church in Edmore, serving in a variety of capacities. Jane has served as a chairperson, board member, and vol-

unteer with many organizations in her area. Jane is on the leadership team of 100 Women Who Care in Mont-

calm County, an annual fundraising event which benefits local nonprofits. Jane also supports RAVE (Relief 

After Violent Encounter), a Domestic Violence Assistance Program and Lakeview Community School Pro-

jects, such as The Giving Tree (helping families) at Christmas. She has been an election poll worker for sev-

eral years. Jane serves on the Montcalm Community College Foundation working with other dedicated board 

members to support the mission of Montcalm Community College. Kristen Kohn, Former Executive Director 

of Montcalm Area Reading Council sums up what Jane means to the community, “Jane is a gift to our commu-

nity. She is an encourager, always going the extra mile to support and inspire those around her. She is skilled 

in making connections, bringing together people and resources for the good of all. Her volunteerism has 

greatly benefited our community and we are so lucky to have her.”   Congratulations! 
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$$$$ FREE MONEY--- 

 
CHRISTMAS SHOPPING??? 

STAY SAFE FROM COVID and 

MAKE FREE MONEY for church!! 

 

DON’T 

FORGET OUR 

GIFT CARD 

PROGRAM FOR 

Christmas and everyday 

purchases. If you shop at Walmart, Meijer or Amazon—use our cards please! 

Prescriptions—use our cards please!!! Gas—use our cards please!! New Merchants 

include Ebay and Instacart! This year is the perfect year to use Gift Cards 

for holiday gifts!! Walmart, Meijer, Amazon and Leppinks cards are available 

to purchase in the church office. This program has earned $6.000+ for our 

church since it began! There are over 700 merchants from which to choose. Visa 

and Discover cash cards are also available. There are some smaller denomination 

cards available for Christmas. Also some merchants are doing bigger give back to 

the church as part of the Christmas order! Order forms are in the Fellowship 

Hall. Next order will be placed in early December. There may, or may not, be 

another order before Christmas. Christmas has traditionally been one of our best 

orders! If you’d like help placing an order, Kathy Helms or Jane Beach would be 

glad to place an order for you! Parking Lot friends please ask Jane for more 

information, or to place an order! If you’d like to know how you can order from  

home, please ask! 



Service men & women:   

Robert Nemetz,  Chris Argan-

bright, Tyler Williams, Joseph 

Schmitt, John Michael Ayers,  

Mike West,  John Withey, 

Asher Felty, Paul Clouse-9 

month deployment in Jan.  

 

(If there are any changes 

please let Peggy know so she 

can keep this updated) 

Continued prayers: 

Penny Schmitt, Keith Eldred, 

Louise Henretty, Kathy Per-

kins,  Pat Loveless, Lee & 

Marty Anderson, Craig & 

Tanya,  Joan Rasmussen,    

Angie Grandy,  Susie Pang-

born, Denny Sexton, Clare 

and Sue Isham, Sharon Le-

sky,  Phyllis Himebaugh, 

Ted Flinn,  Sallie Horner,  

Donna Schmidt,  people of 

Haiti,   Sharon Deal,   James 

& Kim Tanis. family of 

Frank & Elaine Leak, family 

of Carol Wonch, family of 

Lloyd Stickler, family of 

Shirley Parks, family of 

Margie Harkness, family of 

Gary Thornsbury. 

Dec. 

   Offering       Attendance 

 

Nov. 6   $3.422.00  87 

Nov. 13    2,463.00  78 

Nov. 20    1,480.00  52 

Nov. 27  not available 

 

2022 to date $140,972.47 

2021 to date   143,026.64 

  

 

 

  

 

 1st Grayson Magner  

 Jana  Forner 

2nd Linda Dobbrastine 

3rd David Hilding 

 Leonard Jordan 

6th Salone Perkins 

7th Amy Keiser- Magner  

13th      Katrina Ferguson 

15th Maureen Hockstra 

16th Joshua Arganbright 

17th Lee Scheiern 

 Candice Decker   

21st Jennifer Deja 

24th Steve Kidwell 

28th Joan Rasmussen 

30th Shane Henry 

14th Vachel & Krysti Perkins 

16th Al & Mimi Hockstra 

28th  Tom & Sara Slusher 
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I would like to thank the congregation for the delicious 

cake on Sunday and all of your thoughtful words.  It 

has been a joy and privilege for Gene and I to be mem-

bers of this church community.  I will miss each and 

everyone of you.  Until we meet again I wish you all 

God’s may blessings.  

 

Edna Dyer 

 

New address: 

1755 N. Creek Road 

Marquette, Mi  49855 

Many thoughts and prayer for the family of Margie 

Harkness who passed away on Nov. 2. 



Dec. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       1 
 1 pm Euchre 
 
 

2 
 
4 pm 
Church in use 

3 

 

Church in use- 

wedding 

4 5 6 
Noon 
United Women of 
Faith 

7 
9am crafters 
10 am 
Prayer group 
6 pm  
Choir practice 
 

8  
1 pm Euchre 

9 10 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
Children’s Christ-
mas program 

12 
Poinsettia  
orders due to-
day. 

13 
11 am 
 Finance meeting 
Noon 
Trustee meeting 
 

14 
9 am crafters 
10 am 
Prayer group 
 
6 pm 
Friends and 
Fellowship 
Christmas 
Party 

15 
1 pm Euchre 

16 17 

18 19 20 21 
9 am crafters 
 
10 am 
Prayer group 

22 
1 pm  Euchre 

23 24 
7 pm 
Christmas Eve 
Service 

25 26 

 

7 pm 

Church council 

27 28 
9 am crafters 
 
10 am 
Prayer group 

29 
1 pm  Euchre 

30 31 



Faith United 

Methodist Church 

833 S. First Street 

Edmore, Mi  48829 

www.edmorefaithumc.com 

989-427-5575 

Church email: 

churchmouse833@gmail.com 

Peggy home phone: (989)762-3013 

Pastor Eric Magner 

cell phone: 231-750-3488 

Pastor email:  

e1972magner@gmail.com 

 

Pastor Eric’s office hours: 

10-1  Mon. thru Thurs.  

Secretary hours:  

9-noon  Mon. thru Thurs. 

 

 

Sunday School/Gathering                9:00 am 

Morning Worship                           10:30 am 

Children’s church/Sunday School 10:30 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


