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What would you say to someone who asked you about
becoming a Christian? What if a friend asked you how
much you had to give in order to belong to God’s family?
What would you say to someone who wanted to know
what it would cost him or her to become a disciple of
Jesus? Those are great questions, and they have only one
answer. Jesus, himself, says it best when He says in
Matthew 16:24, “If anyone would come after me, he must
deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.”

Most Christians, new and old, are unaware that the cost
of following Jesus is very high! I say most Christians
because, as author Calvin Miller points out in “The Taste
of Joy” that “…many Christians are only ‘Christaholics’
and not disciples at all. Disciples are cross-bearers; they
seek Christ. Christaholics seek happiness. Disciples dare
to discipline themselves, and the demands they place on
themselves leave them enjoying the happiness of their
growth. Christaholics are escapists looking for a shortcut
to nirvana. Like drug addicts, they are trying to "bomb
out" of their depressing world. There is no automatic joy.
Christ is not a happiness capsule; he is the way to the
Father. But the way to the Father is not a carnival ride in
which we sit and do nothing while we are whisked
through various spiritual sensations.

There’s a saying attributed to Martin Luther: “The
Christian shoemaker does his duty not by putting little
crosses on the shoes, but by making good shoes, because
God is interested in good craftsmanship.”

We are each endowed with a call to serve our neighbor
and our world. We serve in a variety of ways. The
Apostle Paul likened us to a body with all its separate
organs and parts. Each unique body member fulfills its
peculiar function and that allows the body as a whole to
flourish. Likewise, it takes ALL of us with our unique
abilities and paths of service to the world. We each have
our necessary gifts to offer.

In our passage today from the gospel of Luke, Jesus sees

the massive crowds of people who are following him. He
considers all the reasons they may have chosen to tag
along. Are they there to see a spectacle? Did they come
to witness for themselves this new personality who is
trending hotly? Are they following so that they might
see a flashy miracle? Jesus lays it out to them.
“…anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me
cannot be my disciple.”

Crosses were not blingy, glamorous things worn around
the necks of rock stars. They were instruments of
agonizing torture and death. People avoided crosses
back then! Jesus wants people to give some thought to
their actions. Why are they following him? To really
follow him involves a cost, a cost to their lives.
Following Jesus isn’t meant to be just one more area of
interest in their busy, diverse lives. It is meant to be the
heart and center of all that they are. He is asking them
and us; “Have you considered the cost of discipleship?
Have you considered what you must give up for Me?”

He uses some language that is not immediately
understandable to us today. “If anyone comes to me and
does not HATE his father and mother, his wife and
children, his brothers and sisters–yes, even his own life–
he cannot be my disciple.” To hate something in the way
Jesus states was a figure of speech in his culture and day.
It didn’t mean to despise and loathe something. In this
context, it was comparative. It means to love something
less than another thing. Jesus is saying that you can’t
place, your desires in life, your family or material things,
above your faith and commitment to following him.
Jesus is actually saying, “Love your family and love the
honorable things of your life; but love me MORE! Place
me in the very center!” Jesus was calling them–and is
calling us–to stop and consider. Think on what your
faith means to you; think and pray.

Have you placed your faith on a back burner?

(Continued on Page 2)

“If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers
and sisters—yes, even his own life—he cannot be my disciple. And anyone who does not carry his
cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.” Luke 14:26-27.

From the Pastor’s Desk

The Lantern
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Is it something that’s nice to fill in your empty crevices
when you have a little extra time? Where does your
relationship with God fall? This is your God, your
creator and sustainer. This is the divine source of life in
whom you live and move and have your being. This is
your Savior, who came to redeem you from sin and
death, who loves you! Yes you, which he loved so much
that He poured out his all for your redemption. Jesus
turns and says to them—and to us—stop and consider.
Where is God in your life? Have you sidelined God? Do
not follow me, He says, unless you are all in.

Choose this day to be a cross-bearer for Christ, and not a
“Christaholic” like the rest of the lost Christians in
today’s church. If we are truly going to be Jesus’
disciples, there will be a cost involved. And for those
willing to make that sacrifice, God will be able to pour out
His power and glory through that person.

Many Blessings,

Pastor Eric

From the Pastor’s Desk (contd.)

Movie Musings
Dog Gone
This movie is available on Netflix and is rated PG. It
is a heart-warming true story starring Rob Lowe as
a supportive dad and Kimberly Williams Paisley as
the supportive mother.
Fielding, the young man who is ready to graduate
from college, has no idea what he wants to do with
his life.
He is a quirky fellow without many friends. He
decides to go to the pound and get a dog. He comes
away with a golden lab, and he named him Gonker.
When he finishes college, he goes back home with
his dog. The whole family falls in love with the dog.
Gonker got sick and nearly died. The family goes to
the vet where they find out that he has a disease
called Addison’s Disease. Miraculously Gonker
recovers, and he soon becomes part of the family.
While Dad is playing fetch the stick with the dog,
Fielding’s friend coaxed him into the woods to
chase a fox. Gonker ends up getting lost on the
Appalachian trail. The dad and his son go looking
for the dog as they race against the clock to find him
before he must have his injection to control the
Addison’s. The outcome is especially happy. Don’t
miss this one. The whole family can enjoy this one
together on a family movie night.

Bible verse to accompany story:

1 Timothy 5:8 (GW)
If anyone doesn't take care of his own relatives,
especially his immediate family, he has denied the
Christian faith and is worse than an unbeliever.

Blue Miracle
This movie starring Dennis Quaid is available on
Netflix and is rated PG. It is based on a true story,
and the end credits show the actual man and his
wife in a new and nicer orphanage which they
expanded to include girls. It is an older movie, but
the theme is often repeated in many family movies
and is suitable for families of all sizes.
Blue Miracle takes place in Cabo San Lucas where a
man and his wife run an orphanage for young boys.
They are in debt for a huge amount of money that
they borrowed to repair the orphanage. They met
an older man (Dennis Quaid) who had a boat and
was going to enter a contest to see if he cold catch
the heaviest Blue Marlin. Quaid wants nothing to do
with the orphan boys. With a lot of coaching, he
agrees to let the boys enter the contest too, The hope
is that they would win the contest and have enough
money to pay off the huge debt.
There is some reminiscing by the boys and their
caretaker who they called Papa. There is excitement
in chasing the Blue Marlin and moral lessons to
learn by all the characters. We enjoyed it and hope
that you will too.
Bible verse to accompany story:

1 Corinthians 12:14•
The body is not supported by one person, but by all
of us. We are one, we are strongest working
together in unity. Teamwork is the key to living life
in harmony, so that we can do God's will.
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Attendance:
Becky West, Jean Croll, Terrie Eisenmann, Karen Caulkett, Pastor Eric Magner, Peggy Graham, Sara
Slusher, Cindi Scheiern, Georgia Bohne, Dan Caulkett, Diana Hilding, Jane Beach, Denise Cobb.
Pastor Eric opened the meeting with prayer.
United Women in Faith:
Sara- UWF normally don’t meet in Jan. and Feb, but decided they will meet. Attendance has been very
good.
Trustee:
Dan - Bat issue at the parsonage has been taken care of.
Hospitality:
Have not met.
Missions:
Terrie - Taco Fund raiser on Feb. 12, (later changed to Feb 19) immediately following church. Proceeds will go to
a missionary friend of Pastor Eric’s, in Uganda, to assist with rent for the building in which they teach basic
life skill classes.
SPRC:
Jane - Yearly evaluations are done. We will be setting up a Safe Gatherings Account so our nursery and
Sunday School teachers can take the class online. A few people have signed up to assist with Sunday
School. We will make sure they have a background check done.
Education:
Jean - Meeting this Thursday.
Finance:
See attached. On behalf of the finance committee, Cindi recommends approval of the 2023 budget.
Seconded by Jane. motion carried
Memorial:
Karen - Memorial has not met. New lights were purchased for the Nativity scene.
Worship:
Jean - Committee will be meeting on Feb. 9. Jean would like to have greeters reinstated. No objections,
Jean will make arrangements.
Pastor Eric:
Looking forward to getting out and doing some activities in the community.
Old business:
Need a Timeline for vote on disaffiliation. We do need to wait for snow birds to come back. We need to
decide if we are going to stay with the lawsuit through the NCLL Alliance. We would like clarification on
what actually will happen. Diana says Trent would talk to the Alliance.
A date needs to be set for the vote as soon as we can, so our paper work will be done in time.
Several people have contacted Pastor about joining the church.
Becky requested a church membership list be brought to the Feb. meeting.
New Business:
We updated several policies. Most had not been updated for over 20 years. New policies will be on file in
the office.

As of Feb. 2023, church council meetings will be on the third Monday of the month not the fourth Monday.

Council Meeting
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Notice Board
Attendance / Offering

Offering Attendance

Jan 01 $2659.05 55

Jan 08 $6915.00 69

Jan 15 $2292.00 61

Jan 22 $1263.00 76

2022 YTD $9,310.06

2023 YTD $13,129.05

Becky West Appointed CASA Volunteer

Here is an extract from an article in the Daily News,
Tuesday, Jan 24, 2023:
Submitted by Montcalm CASA
The Montcalm Court Appointed Special Advocate
(CASA) program held a swearing-in ceremony at
Montcalm County Circuit Court in Stanton on Jan.
12.

Two new CASA volunteers were sworn in by
Montcalm County Probate Court Judge Charles
W. Simon III. The new CASA volunteers added to
the program are Kit Pull from Greenville and Becky
West from Six Lakes.
Click here to link to newspaper article

https://www.thedailynews.cc/articles/2-new-casa-volunteers-to-advocate-for-abused-and-neglected-children-in-montcalm-county/
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GIFT/SHOPPING CARDS
Make
GREAT VALENTINE
REMEMBRANCES!
Please continue to use gift/shopping cards for your
everyday purchases as well as yearlong gifts! This
painless fund raiser continues to earn steady profits
for our church, thanks to your participation in the
program!

We are happy to place orders for your friends as
well.

There are over 700 merchants from which to choose.
Visa and Discover Cash cards are now available for
purchase. Order forms are in the Welcome Center
ad can be delivered to the Parking Lot. The next
order will be placed in mid February!

If you’d like help placing an order, Kathy Helms or
Jane Beach would be glad to place an order for you!
Walmart, Leppinks, Meĳer and Amazon cards are
usually available for purchase in the church office
too!

If you’d like to know how you can order from
home, please ask!

Gift Card Program
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Finance Committee Meeting
January 17, 2023

Members present:
Jane Beach, Georgia Bohne, Peggy Graham, Cindi Scheiern, Pastor Eric, Becky West (Council Chairperson)

Members absent:
Dan Caulkett, Terrie Eisenmann, Leonard Jordan,

Guests:
None

1: Finance meeting called to order at 11 am.
• Prayer was led by Pastor Eric.
• Cindi Scheiern shared a devotion on “Muscular Christianity”
• Jane Beach will do devotions for the next meeting.

2: Review of previous minutes:
• The minutes from Tues., Dec. 13, 2022 were reviewed.
• With no changes or corrections, Jane Beach moved to accept the minutes as printed.
• Georgia second Motion carried.

3: Treasurer’s report:
• December 2022 Income: $10,097.03 Expenses: $17,381.92 Net: ($7,284.89)
• 2022 Year End: Income: $164,670.29 Expenses: $168,445.14 Net: ($3774.85)
• December was a 3 pay period month
• Unexpected expenses of bat abatement on the parsonage
• Finances will be monitored closely
• All bills are paid.
• Ministry Shares are current.
• Jane Beach moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report and Georgia seconded.
• Report accepted by group vote and placed on file.

4: Old Business:
• Still seeking further information on tax implications of church fundraisers. Pastor Eric has provided Peggy with

information which she will review, and bring to Finance at a future meeting.

5: New Business:
• Audit for 2022 - Chris Christensen may do the audit. Will check again.
• Noah and Hannah have arrived to help with Youth Work in our schools.

They may assist with the older youth Sunday School. The consensus was this could be done as a paid position.
Not currently reflected in SPRC Budget so it will need to be determined what the wage(s) would be.

6: Around the table:
• Pastor Eric shared that the Michigan UMC is redistricting. Our new District will take effect July 2023 and be called

Central Bay. Our DS will change from Rev Dr. Margie Crawford to John Kasper.
• No other concerns at this time.

7: Next meeting:
Tuesday Feb. 14, 2023 at 11:00 am

8: Meeting was ended at noon
with prayer from Pastor Eric for various individuals with needs.

For Future Reference - List of Upcoming Necessary Expenditures Below:

- Welcome Center Update—painting of west wall, purchase of tall tables
- Completion of Sunday School Area
- Blinds for patio doors
- Outside sign to be updated with vision and logo
- Cameras for Sanctuary for streaming service - kind of tabled
- Equipment for streaming service - kind of tabled
- LED lights - tabled



Page 7Page 7

Please do not leave your car!

Please bring food containers!

We will be doing registration (sign-up)
in the parking lot.
As you register you will be given a
number and be directed to a parking
space.
Food items will be placed in the trunk
of your car, in the back hatch, or in
the bed of pickups.

Scheduling:
4 pm - 5 pm… Registration (sign-up)
5 pm ……….. Food distribution starts

Feb 16, 2023 : Church of God, 123 East Main Street
Apr 20, 2023 : Faith United Methodist Church, 833 South First Street
Jul 20, 2023 : Church of God, 123 East Main Street
Oct 19, 2023 : Faith United Methodist Church, 833 South First Street

Food Truck

FREE!
OPEN TO EVERYONE!!

Sponsored by Montabella Ministerial Association
For more information please call 989-427-5575
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February 2023 Reminders

Birthdays

Anniversaries

Continued Prayers

Service Men and Women
Feb 06 Saralee Slusher
Feb 07 Cathrine Naru
Feb 09 Don Havlicek
Feb 10 Caylee Decker
Feb 16 Cindi Scheiern
Feb 16 D. Eisenmann
Feb 17 Eric Magner
Feb 19 Ron Huff Jr.
Feb 20 Matt Croll
Feb 21 Ritchie West
Feb 27 Pat Loveless
Feb 27 David Kruithoff
Feb 28 Janice Wilson
Feb 28 Kris Christensen

Feb 14 Lee & Marty Anderson

Feb 19 Chuck & Denise Cobb

Lee Scheiern
Paul Lambe
Keith Eldred
Louise Henretty
Pat Loveless
Lee & Marty Anderson
Craig & Tonya VonDracek
Joan Rasmussen
Angie Grandy
Susie Pangborn
Sharon Lesky
Linda Montague
Vonna Montague
Jana Montague
Sallie Horner
Donna Schmidt
People of Haiti
Sharon Deal
James & Kim Tanis
Max Cook
Roy Frisbie
Howard & Donna Edwards
Pastor Eric’s Mom
Paul Clouse

Randy Davis
Rick Banfield
Mrs. Edy’s Orphanage
Troy & Deb Bongard

Robert Nemetz
Chris Arganbright
Tyler Williams
Joseph Schmitt
John Michael Ayers
Mike West
John Withey
Asher Felty
Paul Clouse-9 month deployment in January

(If there are any changes please let Peggy know so she
can keep this updated)
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
9am Crafters

2
1 pm Euchre

3 4

5

Holy
Communion

6 7
United

Women of
Faith 1 pm

8
9am Crafters

9
1 pm Euchre

6:30 pm
Worship
Meeting

10 11
Fellowship
Hall booked
12 - 4 pm

12

Noisy
Offering

13 14
11 am
Finance
meeting

12 pm Trustee
Meeting

15
9am Crafters

6 pm Friends
and

Fellowship

16
1 pm Euchre

Food Truck at
COG

17 18

19
Taco Bar
Fundraiser

after worship,
for Uganda

20
Church
Council
Meeting

21 22
9am Crafters

23
Women’s

Emmaus Walk
at New Life

UMC

1 pm Euchre

24
Women’s

Emmaus Walk
at New Life

UMC

25
Women’s

Emmaus Walk
at New Life

UMC

26 27 28

Calendar of Events
February 2023
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Faith United Methodist Church
833 South First Street
Edmore, MI 48829
www.edmorefaithumc.com
989-427-5575

Sunday School/Gathering 9:00 am
Morning Worship 10:30 am
Children’s church/Sunday School 10:30 am

Pastor Eric Magner
Pastor Eric’s office hours:
10-1 Mon. thru Thurs.
e1972magner@gmail.com
231-750-3488 (cell)

Peggy Graham (Secretary):
Secretary hours:
9-noon Mon. thru Thurs.
churchmouse833@gmail.com
989-427-5575

Eric Horner (Editor)
erichorner1@gmail.com
989-304-1239 (cell)

TO:


