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This month I would like to share with you a
devotion from Oswald Chambers’ “My Utmost for
His Highest” here is an adapted version of the
devotion titled “The Call of the Natural Life”

2 Corinthians 5:9 (NKJV) — “Therefore we make it
our aim, whether present or absent, to be well
pleasing to Him.”

“We make it our aim...” These words remind us
that the Christian life does not drift forward by
accident. It requires a deliberate choice and a
sustained effort to keep our true goal constantly
before us. We must hold ourselves to this highest
priority—not just in moments of inspiration, but
year after year. Our first ambition is not to win
souls, establish churches, or lead revivals, as
important as those things may be. Our primary
pursuit is singular: to be well pleasing to Him.

Failure in the Christian life is rarely due to a lack
of spiritual experience. More often, it comes from
neglecting to keep our eyes fixed on the right goal.
For this reason, we should regularly examine
ourselves before God—at least weekly—asking
whether our lives measure up to His standard.

The Apostle Paul models this kind of focus. Paul
likens this focus to a musician who plays not for
the applause of the audience, but for the
approving glance of the Conductor. He lives for
one approval alone. As he exhorts Timothy:

2 Timothy 2:15 (NKJV) — “Be diligent to present
yourself approved to God, a worker who does not
need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth”

Any goal—even a noble one—that diverts us,
however slightly, from this central aim of being
approved by God can weaken our usefulness in
His service. When we clearly see where this goal
leads, we begin to understand why Scripture
urges us to keep our focus fixed in the right place:

Hebrews 12:2 (NKJV) — “Looking unto Jesus, the
author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy
that was set before Him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right
hand of the throne of God.”

(continued on page 7)



Arlicle review and, Christians al Play
submitted by Brandon Moore

In a recent article in the January/February issue of Christian Today by David Zahl entitled “Blessed are
the Pickleball Players,” the author shares his belief that having fun might be the greatest testament to
the gospel of God’s grace. He cites the freedom of the spirit we have as Christians and how play can be an
expression of that freedom. It is also a manifestation of our individual God-given gifts. Mathew 18:2-3 is
cited, “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven.” The author asks us to look beyond the seemingly trivial nature of play and embrace
the joy, wonder, and gifts of play.

In his book “The Four Loves,” C. S. Lewis says friendship is the least natural of loves, as it isn’t
necessarily in terms of biology, and he was afraid it was becoming a lost art in the modern world. He
wrote that in 1960, and I fear he would be even more worried about the fate of friendship in 2026. Lewis
points to Biblical friendships, like that of David and Jonathan, as true friendships. The ancients seemed
to value friendship as the happiest and most fully human of all loves. This is another reason we should
look upon play as a spiritually important part of our lives.

If you look at the back of this and any edition of this newsletter, you will find a calendar with all of the
planned activities for the month. You can find many different activities throughout the month and year.
We have recently been hosting more get-togethers around holidays as a way to celebrate with our
church family and “play,” if you will. In Zechariah 8:5, the New Jerusalem is said to be filled with “boys
and girls playing As adults, it is an ever increasingly serious world; we sometimes need to remember
that God has promised us a season for everything, and sometimes it is the season for joy, friendship, and
play. What better sound can our Father hear than laughter and companionship within His house?
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Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. ~ 1 Thessalonians 16-18

HHleade 5/ vay

e April Montague Durham’s cancer has returned (Terry’s niece)

e Lee Scheiern health issues.

e Chuck Miller is in Hospice Care.

e Robert (Eric’s son) has an eye injury.

e Tara (daughter of Jane’s friend), the doctors are still struggling with a diagnosis, and she will
begin physical therapy.

* Scott Hicks was scheduled for open-heart surgery on May 1** prayers for healing

e To all those bravely fighting cancer.

Memorial Day is the day that’s set aside to remember e * e

with gratitude and pride all those who served and died

for our country and our freedom. May your day be +rMEMORIAL DAY *»
filled with memories and peace. Please pray for the

friends and families of our fallen soldiers. REMEMBER AND HONOR

Current Sorvice e & Pl omen

Chris Arganbright  Adam Griswold Joseph Schmitt
2 Asher Felty Joshua Guild John Withey

f ‘*‘{ Payton Clouse Robert Nemetz

“Almighty God ... Lead them [our troops] straight and true; give strength to their arms,
stoutness to their hearts, steadfastness in their faith. They will need Thy blessings...”
- Franklin D. Roosevelt
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Gracious God, shower our elderly with Your boundless care. Strengthen their bodies, uplift their
spirits, and surround them with a community that embodies Your love in practical ways.
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Noisy Offering for May YOUTH

This month, our Noisy Offering will support Youth for Christ. F O R MONTCALM MECOSTA
We invite you to join us in this meaningful effort on May 17" C H R l ST .
by bringing any spare change you can find to contribute. gl i

Every contribution, no matter its size, is important and can
uplift our community and create lasting change in the lives of those who need it most.

A/&ér/ 0//@/&% for June

GIVE A CHILD
Don't forget to bring your spare change on June 21* for our Noisy =
Offering! Your donations will support CASA, which advocates for X
children's best interests until they are placed in a safe, permanent
home or age out of foster care.
CASA

. o Jpr .
FOR CHILBDREN

CASA believes that children thrive best with their families, whenever

it's safe. Most of the children they serve are in foster care, and many are working towards
reunification. Their ultimate goal is to help children achieve the stability and permanency they
deserve.

Fletcher Wernholm
May 06 Margo Ellis

May 12 Terry Montague
May 14 Bailey Kaufman
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qﬂ/’d Services

We genuinely value your patience as we have finalized our
lawn care services for summer 2026! We have decided to
continue working with Johnson’s Lawn Care. The pricing will
remain the same: mowing will be $65 each week, which
covers the front yard up to the playground, and $95 for the
full job from front to back, including trimming. Services will
be performed as needed.

Just like last year, we are reaching out to ask for your
generous support in covering these costs. Your contributions
mean so much to us, and we truly appreciate any help you
can provide. Your support means a lot!

If you would like to honor your military loved one in this
year’s Memorial Day tribute, please send a photograph along
with their name to the office by May 1ith. This tribute is a
meaningful way to commemorate their service and sacrifice.
If your loved one was featured in last year’s memorial, I will
automatically include them again this year, as I still have
their photo on file. If you would like to update or change any
information, please let me know. Thank you for helping us
pay tribute to those who have served.

Zs /L/&/’maf[&m é//&(af&

If you have not filled out an information update form, please do so. There are blank
forms on the table in the Welcome Center. Please use one form for each person.

Thank you!

N\
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A huge thank you to everyone who contributed to the yard sale! Whether
you donated items or lent a helping hand, your support made all the
difference. We truly appreciate your time and generosity—together, we
turned this event into a memorable success! Thank you!
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When explaining how valuable he found time with an older
advisor who regularly listened to his concerns, Tomas said, “He
is my hollow willow.” When I looked at him blankly, Tomas
explained that the phrase is a Slovak expression signifying
someone who keeps your secrets. In essence, the person is like

0 ur D a i ly B re a d a willow tree holding confidential information safely within its
trunk.

. . It’s a treasure to have someone to whom we can confide our
Ministriese.

experience, in a section of Proverbs highlighting the power of our words, King Solomon commended the

deepest fears and longings. Perhaps speaking from his own

individual who displays discretion or can “[hold] their tongue” (Proverbs 11:12). He also contrasted two
people: “A gossip betrays a confidence, but a trustworthy person keeps a secret” (v. 13). The comparison
is a helpful reminder to carefully steward private conversations, though we shouldn’t remain silent if
we’re genuinely concerned for someone’s safety.

In our digital world, where we can quickly spread information, it can be tempting (and easy) to share
juicy details that might generate reactions. But gossip not only hurts the individual who trusted you
enough to share, it also causes significant damage to relationships when confidences are broken. We can
all aspire to be “hollow willows,” people of integrity who can be trusted to keep a confidence.

By Lisa M. Samra

———————

, Lo
e BANER:

S Day

/ o~
May 10™ June 21*
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The meeting was called to order by President Janella with 12 women present. She read Psalms 46:5: “God

is within her, she will not fall, God will help her at the break of day.” The mission statement was recited.

Jean read the meeting notes from March 3rd. They were accepted. Jean informed the group that she will

read a tribute to Pat Lovelace at her funeral on Wednesday. Pat K. agreed to light the candle.

Georgia gave the treasurer’s report. Our balance is $994.34.

Discussion held on Pat’s funeral arrangements. After this meeting, we will arrange the Fellowship hall

before having our treat. Kathy has food covered.

Discussed the upcoming yard sale. Leann will help arrange tables. Dolores is doing the lunch with some

assistance. Jean will head the bake sale. Will put out a sign-up sheet for donations of baked goods.

Cards to be sent to Hazel and Pat’s family.

Next meeting is on May 5th. Vi is the hostess, and Colleen is doing the program.

The program for today was cancelled due to the funeral setup.

After setup, we had a brownie-strawberry dessert made by Jean.

April 10th Jean Croll

(continued from the cover)

To maintain this focus requires discipline. Paul
speaks candidly about the need to bring even his
own body under control, lest it lead him astray:

1 Corinthians 9:27 (NKJV) — “But I discipline my
body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have
preached to others, I myself should become
disqualified.”

Everything in life must be brought into alignment
with this one central aim. We must learn to relate
every decision, every ambition, and every action
to the goal of pleasing Christ, maintaining it
without interruption.

In the end, our worth to God in public is measured
by who we truly are in private. So the question
remains: Is my primary goal in life to please Him
and to be acceptable in His sight—or have I
allowed something else, however noble it may
seem, to take His place?

Blessings

N
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Present: Pastor Lem Granada, Becky West, Jane Beach, Georgia Bohn, Janella Hicks

Pastor Lem started the meeting at 11:00 with prayer.

The minutes were reviewed. Jane made a motion, and Janella seconded to approve the minutes and
place them on file. The motion carried.

Becky: Becky let the Council know that she and Janella would like to attend a class, “The Spirit and Art
of Conflict Transformation.” It will be held at the Alma Methodist Church on April 18 and 25, 2026. We
need the Council's approval and the Pastor's signature on the application. Becky walked through the
kitchen with a Public Health Inspector. Three sinks were recommended, as well as a change to the
kitchen drain. Kitchen countertop options were discussed/ wood vs. impervious product. Wood needs
constant maintenance and treatment to keep it sanitary. Pastor Lem made a motion to approve the
three sinks, the drain revamp, and impervious perimeter countertop instead of butcher block. Georgia
seconded, discussion held; vote taken, motion carried. Georgia will talk to Matt Jordon about the
decisions. Becky discussed the personal kitchen certification. Becky and Kathy Bongard are certified for
the kitchen. This means one of them has to be there when the kitchen is in use. Pastor Lem suggested
Brandon Moore as another option since he has a commerecial certification through his business.

Women in Faith: We are getting ready for the yard sale. Calley had printed flyers to be taken to local
businesses. Sara said she would contact the Curtis Center about having it on their digital display. Calley
will put the dates and info in the Lakeview paper, FB, and the Senior paper. Jean has volunteers for food
and to help with the Easter breakfast.

Trustees: Patching the south drive will have to wait until the frost leaves the ground. The holes will be
coned off for the food truck this Thursday. There is a gutter and a downspout in the front that came
down during the high wind and needs to be repaired. Jane commented that we need to get some
mowing bids in soon.

SPRC: Kathy Helms attended two long online safe gathering classes. This will be greatly appreciated by
the church members who use the Sunday School

Memorial: Cathy and Leann have already removed the kitchen wallpaper border and painted it.

Worship: There will be a Good Friday service. Maybe that could be put on the digital sign at the Curtis
Center.

Pastor Lem brought up concerns about understanding the current bible studies. It was suggested that
maybe an outline or summary of the previous week’s study might help. This is a difficult study. Further
discussion was held. Pastor will be at the conference last weekend in May. Brandon will speak for him
that Sunday. We will need CPR classes and at some point, a new defibrillator.
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Finance: These are the budget totals from 2025 and 2026.

Budget Totals 2025 2026
Education $1,000.00 $1,000.00
Missions $7,500.00 $6,380.00
Worship $3,853.87 $3,858.87
Gift Card Recognition $400.00 $400.00
Total Staff $106,906.35 $107,465.68
Other PPR $9,390.00 $10,350.00
Ministry Shares $13,182.00 $12,367.00
Trustees (Church) $24,160.00 $25,660.00
Trustee (Parsonage) $11,050.00 $11,050.00
Total Budget $177,474.37 $177,298.35

Our current finances are $11,375.50 income with $14,320.32 in expenses, leaving a -$2941.82 balance for
February. That is a year-to-date negative balance of -$5612,77. We know there will be upcoming
unavoidable expenses for the driveway, gutters, and parsonage.

New Business: Jane and Fletcher are working on getting grants to help finance our food truck. Jane is
working on a Curtis grant and Tri-County. Fletcher is working on a grant from United Way.

The next meeting is on April 21st at 11:00.

Newstleller & Bullelin Deadlines

Items for the next Newsletter must be submitted by

_—

ﬁ)EAD‘-‘“EJ

Monday, June 8", at noon for the July Newsletter.

v .
@;’: Weekly Bulletin Deadline: 11 am on Wednesdays.

** REMINDER** No Newsletter will be published in June.**
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Present: Becky West, Pastor Lem, Janella Hicks, Jean Croll, Georgia Bohne, Jane Beach, Brandon Moore
Pastor Lem began the meeting with prayer

Becky

e Someone needs to take minutes for the next 3+ meetings. Jane will do so today.

e March minutes reviewed and accepted as printed. Jane moved to accept the minutes as printed.
Pastor Lem seconded. Motion passed.

e The church website needs to be updated. Some wording is no longer accurate, some pictures are
significantly out of date, secretary's name needs to be updated in Contact Info. Also, the church
name, location, and time of service should be visible on each webpage header.

e Funeral Policy needs to be updated. Fees were reviewed and updated—will be categorized as Church
Family and Non-Church Family, as some pricing will be different. Becky will do a draft update to
bring back to the next Church Council. Some discussion about funeral luncheon pricing, which will
be deferred back to Women in Faith.

WIF
e The major focus is the yard sale.

Trustees
e Mowing will be done by Johnson’s again this year at the same price. Calley will put ‘adopt a mowing’
information in the newsletter.
e Driveway repair bid will be sought when Leonard is home from Florida. Some discussion about
contacting the Village to see if they are doing any repairs, so ours could occur at the same time.
e Parsonage drain issue still ongoing.

Missions
e No new information
e Discussion about how many in the church family do NOT know all the areas our Missions group and
funding support. Possibly Mission Moments at the beginning of church to spotlight mission
areas????

SPRC
e Kathy and Priscilla have completed the child safety training—Safe Sanctuaries.
Jane is working on a grant for the remainder of the AED funds.
e A district grant was approved for $2,000 for food truck payments.

EDUCATION
* Nothing new currently

Finance
e March 2026: Income: $9,274.51 Expenses: $10,999.68
e All bills and ministry shares are current.
* Net: -$1,725.17
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* YTD: Income: -$7,337.94. The negative year-to-date balance is a significant concern.

e Currently, about half of the flood repairs have been donated—approximately $1,500 out of $3,000+.

e Edmore Faith received a District Grant to help with Food Truck funding.

e A grant will be submitted to Tri-County People Fund for the remainder of the new AED cost. A
church family member's donation paid more than half of the likely cost. Thanks!

e There will be two larger expenses coming up soon—the south church driveway entrance will require
repair, and the parsonage drain line.

* Becky shared a Congregational Financial Update on April 19th.

e Brief reminders about the financial concern will be shared every two weeks for two months as well.

e Jane suggested that some type of visual aid—a thermometer for funds needed might be helpful as
well. Priscilla will help with the Visual Aid.

Memorial
e No new information
* Meeting still to be scheduled when all can attend

Worship
e A 5th microphone has been purchased with a church family member's donation! Thanks!!!
* Jean asked about Mother’s Day. Carnations were chosen—affordable, pretty, and long-lasting.
e Fletcher would like to do a hymn sing on May 17th.

Pastor Lem
e Participated in disaster assistance interviews and recording after the recent tornado
e Pastor Lem will contact Eric Smith, Emergency Coordinator for Montcalm County, regarding an
AED/First Aid training open to all.
* Women from Teen Challenge will be at the service on May 24.
* We will do the Memorial Day Slide Show of veterans on May 24 as well
e Brandon will do the sermon on May 31.

Old Business
Website to be viewed for changes. A ZOOM website committee meeting will be scheduled.

New Business
e Can an updated listing of church family names/contact info be created by Calley to facilitate easier
contact? Many may still need to make sure their most recent information is given to Calley. A listing
easier and less costly than a new directory...
* Is our Facebook presence welcoming and user-friendly—can a non-church family visitor easily find
the church location and time of service? Does it show a welcoming church? To be discussed at the
next meeting.
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Members Present: Jane Beach, Leann Smith, Georgia Bohne, Pastor Lem, Becky West, Lisa Longnecker

Guests: Brandon Moore

Note: The following member will need to receive communication via regular mail, as she does not have

e-mail: Georgia Bohne

1. The Finance Committee Meeting was called to order on April 14th, 2026, at 11 AM.

* Becky West opened the meeting in prayer.

* Georgia Bohne shared a devotion on ease/personal peace/finding our inner divine guidance.

e Jane Beach will do devotions for the May meeting.

2. Review of previous minutes:

e March minutes reviewed and accepted as printed.

3. Treasurer's Report

e Leann provided copies of the church's financial reports.

(e}

o

o

March 2026: Income: $9,274.51 Expenses: $10,999.68

All bills and ministry shares are current.

Net: -$1,725.17

YTD: Income: -$7,337.94. The negative year-to-date balance is a significant concern.

Currently, about half of the flood repairs have been donated—approximately $1,500 out of
$3,000+.

There will be two larger expenses coming up soon—the south church driveway entrance will
require repair, and the parsonage drain line.

Jane Beach will prepare a Congregational Update for Becky to share on April 19th.

Reminders about the financial concern will be shared every two weeks for two months as well.
Jane suggested that some type of visual aid—a thermometer for funds needed might be helpful
as well.

Jane Beach mentioned that the Sunday School Salary fits within the guidelines of the John
Anderson #1 fund. After discussion, Jane made a motion to pay the Sunday School Salary
retroactive to January 1, 2026, out of John Anderson #1. Pastor Lem seconded the motion.
Motion passed by group vote.

Discussion occurred about the possibility of using all the Rummage Sale proceeds for the
general fund. Often, money is set aside for missions, but that may be adjusted as needed. This
will be explored further, and a recommendation will be sent to the Church Council as necessary.

Jane moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report. Georgia seconded. Motion passed by group vote.
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4. Old Business
e Amy Anderson will do our audit. This initial audit will cover a two-year period. After this, a decision
will be made regarding annual audits versus audits every 2 years. Leann and Amy have begun the
audit process.
* Mowing costs are not yet available. —Georgia will reach out to Ted from Trustees to see where they
are with mowing, as mowing season will be early this year. o Trustees will get bids. o Once a bid is
chosen, we will draft a letter to the congregation explaining mowing costs and asking for

contributions as we did last year. Last year, mowing donations paid for lawn care entirely.
5. New Business

6. Around The Table
* Georgia-Janowicz Funeral Home sent a check to the church for funeral expenses for the recent
funeral. Our Funeral Policy will be reviewed during the Church Council meeting to make sure the
figures are accurate. Updated policy will be shared with Janowicz.
e Jane mentioned that the website and Facebook page should be reviewed and updated. Some
information still needs updating, and both should be reviewed to be more user-friendly. Will be
discussed further at Church Council.

7. Next meeting — May 19th, 2026, 10 AM
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Dear Church Family and Friends,

We last gave a Financial Update near the end of 2025. We are presenting this update to share ongoing
financial concerns with you.

A reminder of our many blessings! We continue to be tremendously blessed by Pastor Lem and Colleen. We
tremendously benefit from their ministry and their involvement in numerous church activities. In addition
to their ministry, Pastor Lem uses his retirement health insurance, which means Edmore Faith saves over
$20,000 annually by not having to provide health insurance. Wow! Pastor Lem is also listed as a half-time
pastor, but we all know we see him far more than that. This is an additional significant financial blessing.
Thank you, Pastor Lem and Colleen!

We have a wonderful church family who care deeply about each other, about our surrounding communities,
and about those farther away whom we help through our mission work. Our church is full of joy—coffee
hour finds folks chatting and laughing. We have willing workers keeping our church and parsonage in the
best shape possible. Sunday worship is enjoyed by all. We see a few new faces joining us for worship. We are
happy to share our wonderful church home with groups needing a spot: AA and Euchre groups meet
regularly, as well as our monthly Friends and Fellowship. The Men’s bi-monthly Bible Study and monthly
Grief Group (including non-church family members) are great additions to church life and to what our
church can offer to others!

The Finance Committee continues to monitor finances and suggest adjustments if/when needed to be the
best stewards of our funds. It was hoped that 2026 would have a positive impact on our financial situation,
but that has not been the case. As of April 14th, we are down approximately $7,337.94. This is obviously an
area of significant concern that needs to be shared with you. If this were our household budget, our income
would not cover our expenses.

In addition to the above deficit, Edmore Faith is still paying for the flood expenses. We also have two
significant repairs in the near future—the driveway entrance and parsonage drain line.

Please keep our church in your prayers always, but especially at this time. Please do continue your faithful
giving. As we move forward from this stressful financial situation, steady, regular giving remains so
important. Edmore Faith is blessed by so many giving at the maximum for their life situation, so thank you!
Your giving allows our church to continue to be the beacon of hope and help for the community for which it
is so well known.

If possible, please consider additional giving to offset our deficit, especially to help with the unexpected
flood expenses, the driveway, and the parsonage drain.

Please prayerfully consider ideas for enhancing the overall financial health of Edmore Faith.
The 10% increase in giving chart is still available in the Welcome Center.

Brainstorm fundraising and cost-cutting ideas and bring those ideas to Church Council—a fresh perspective
on a challenge can often be just what is needed.

Pray, Pray Pray with FAITH---God has great answers to this concern!

The Finance Committee will continue to closely monitor the financial situation to determine if further
action is needed. Thank you for being such an important part of this church family.
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	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday
	Yard Sale 9-5
	Yard Sale 9-12
	6 pm AA Meeting
	1 pm Women In Faith Meeting
	9am Crafters
	1 pm Euchre
	9 am Mens Group
	9am Crafters
	1 pm Euchre
	10 am M&M’s
	3 pm Grief Support Group
	6 pm AA Meeting
	6 pm AA Meeting
	10 am  Finance Meeting
	11 am Church Council Meeting
	9am Crafters
	6 pm Friends & Fellowship
	1 pm Euchre
	5:30 Monthly Bible Study
	4-5 pm - sign up 5 pm - food distribution

	10 am M&M’s
	6 pm AA Meeting
	office closed
	9 am Mens Group
	9am Crafters
	1 pm Euchre

	Holy Communion
	3 pm Hymn Sing

	Noisy Offering
	Youth For Christ
	Memorial Day Tribute
	Brandon Moore Speaking
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	June 2026
	Calendar of Events
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday
	Newsletter Deadline
	Holy Communion
	Noisy Offering
	CASA
	Page 16



